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Introduction

The Higher Education Center for Alcohol and Other Drug Prevention (the Center), in keeping with its present agreement with the U.S. Department of Education, performs a periodic literature search in order to gather and make available information that supports environmental strategies (subtask 1.4).  

The literature search was originally designed to identify promising campus-based alcohol, other drug, and violence (AODV) prevention programs or strategies for inclusion in Center activities and materials.  This method of identifying campus-based programs was found to have the following limitations:

· lack of detailed program information in the descriptions that appear in the literature

· program descriptions that do not specify the college or university at which the study took place

· imprecise and changing terminology used to describe and classify programs

· delay between program implementation and publication of the information describing the program and its result

· limited nature of evaluation research assessing the impact of programs

Due to these limitations, the literature search was broadened beyond identification of promising programs to capture literature relevant to the Center’s work.  This report describes the methodology used for the literature search and includes a partially annotated bibliography.
Methodology

On August 30, 2001, the Center requested a contract modification to change the literature search task from a yearly search to an ongoing process designed to “gather and make available throughout the year research and resources that support various environmental strategies (including college and non-college literature.”)  To support this revision, the Center gathers literature on an ongoing basis and reports the results to the Department at least twice per year.  

In support of this task, the Center instituted a periodic literature search, designed to locate articles published from July 2001 through December 2001 (since the last full search.)  The approximately 500 citations in the Center’s bibliographic database were analyzed to identify the journals most likely to produce research articles relevant to the Center’s work.  Twenty-seven journals were found to generate nearly 60% of the articles the Center currently has organized in its library.  

This literature search was conducted by searching the table of contents of the twenty-seven journals, as well as five other journals subscribed to by the Center (listed below).  Unlike past searches, keywords were not used; instead, articles were selected that met the criterion “research that informs the Center’s work.” Selected articles were copied and citations entered into the Center’s library database and posted on the Center’s Website.  

Journals

Addiction

Addictive Behaviors

Alcohol Research and Health (was:  Alcohol Health and Research World)

American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse

American Journal of Public Health

American Journal on Addictions

Contemporary Drug Problems

Drug and Alcohol Dependence

Evaluation Review

International Journal of the Addictions

Journal of Abnormal Psychology

Journal of Alcohol and Drug Education

Journal of American College Health

Journal of Applied Social Psychology

Journal of Applied Social Research

Journal of College Student Development

Journal of Community Health

Journal of Community Psychology

Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology

Journal of Drug Education

Journal of Drug Issues

Journal of Interpersonal Violence

Journal of Public Health Policy

Journal of Studies on Alcohol

Journal of Substance Abuse

Journal of Substance Abuse and Treatment

NASPA Journal

Preventive Medicine

Psychology of Addictive Behaviors

Public Health Reports

Sex Roles

Substance Use and Misuse
Results

The identified literature was sorted into categories, listed below.

Category





Page
Special Issues of Journals



  3

Review articles 




  5

AOD – Evaluation




  5

AOD – College (not evaluation)


  9

AOD – Non-College




15

AOD and Violence




19

Assessment





21

Policy and Community Change


21
Special Issues of Journals

Psychology of Addictive Behaviors (December 2001) Special Issue:  Understanding Binge Drinking.  15(4):  283-379.

ARTICLES

Understanding Binge Drinking: Introduction to the Special Issue by Kate B. Carey 
Binge Drinking and the American College Student: What's Five Drinks? by Henry Wechsler and Toben F. Nelson 
Finding Common Ground for Effective Campus-Based Prevention by William DeJong 
Binge Drinking Among Female Veterans Affairs Patients: Prevalence and Associated Risks by Katharine A. Bradley, Kristen R. Bush, Tania M. Davis, Dorcas J. Dobie, Marcia L. Burman, Carolyn M. Rutter, and Daniel R. Kivlahan 
Binge Drinking in Chinese, Korean, and White College Students: Genetic and Ethnic Group Differences by Susan E. Luczak, Tamara L. Wall, Shoshana H. Shea, Susan M. Byun, and Lucinda G. Carr 
Defining Binge Drinking Quantities Through Resulting Blood Alcohol Concentrations by James E. Lange and Robert B. Voas 
Estimated Blood Alcohol Levels Reached by "Binge" and "Nonbinge" Drinkers: A Survey of Young Adults in Montana by H. Wesley Perkins, William DeJong, and Jeff Linkenbach 
Differential Utility of Three Indexes of Risky Drinking for Predicting Alcohol Problems in College Students by Brian Borsari, Dan J. Neal, Susan E. Collins, and Kate B. Carey 

Cognitive Preoccupation With Alcohol and Binge Drinking in College Students: Alcohol-Induced Priming of the Motivation to Drink by Mark T. Fillmore 
Binge Drinking Among Underage College Students: A Test of a Restraint-Based Conceptualization of Risk for Alcohol Abuse by R. Lorraine Collins, James R. Koutsky, Elizabeth T. Morsheimer, and Michael G. MacLean 

Progression Into and Out of Binge Drinking Among High School Students by Elizabeth J. D'Amico, Jane Metrik, Denis M. McCarthy, Kevin C. Frissell, Mark Appelbaum, and Sandra A. Brown 

Clinical Relevance of Heavy Drinking During the College Years: Cross-Sectional and Prospective Perspectives by Susan E. O'Neill, Gilbert R. Parra, and Kenneth J. Sher 
Preventing Binge Drinking During Early Adolescence: One- and Two-Year Follow-Up of a School-Based Preventive Intervention by Gilbert J. Botvin, Kenneth W. Griffin, Tracy Diaz, and Michelle Ifill-Williams 
Examination of the Short-Term Efficacy of a Parent Intervention to Reduce College Student Drinking Tendencies by Rob Turrisi, James Jaccard, Racheal Taki, Heather Dunnam, and Jennifer Grimes 
Relative Efficacy of a Brief Motivational Intervention for College Student Drinkers by James G. Murphy, Jennifer J. Duchnick, Rudy E. Vuchinich, John W. Davison, Rhonda S. Karg, Amanda M. Olson, Anna F. Smith, and Timothy T. Coffey
American Journal of Preventive Medicine (November 2001).  Supplement:  Reducing Injuries to Motor Vehicle Occupants:  Systematic Reviews of Evidence, Recommendations from the Task Force on Community Preventive Services and Expert Commentary 21(4s):  1-88.

SELECTED ARTICLES:

Public health’s contribution to motor vehicle injury prevention [Commentary] by Patricia F. Waller.
Motor vehicle occupant injury prevention: the states’ perspective by John Moffat.
Research as an advocate’s toolkit to reduce motor vehicle occupant deaths and injuries by Millie Webb.
Recommendations to reduce injuries to motor vehicle occupants : increasing child safety seat use, increasing safety belt use, and reducing alcohol-impaired driving [Recommendations and reviews]
by the Task Force on Community Preventive Services.

Methods for conducting systematic reviews of the evidence of effectiveness and economic efficiency of interventions to reduce injuries to motor vehicle occupants by Stephanie Zaza, Vilma G. Carande-Kulis, David A. Sleet, Daniel M. Sosin, Randy W. Elder, Ruth A. Shults, Tho Bella Dinh-Zarr, James L. Nichols, Robert S. Thompson, the Task Force on Community Preventive Services.
Reviews of evidence regarding interventions to reduce alcohol-impaired driving by Ruth A. Shults, Randy W. Elder, David A. Sleet, James L. Nichols, Mary O. Alao, Vilma G. Carande-Kulis, Stephanie Zaza, Daniel M. Sosin, Robert S. Thompson, Task Force on Community Preventive Services.
Review Articles

Danielson, C., S. H. Taylor, et al. (2001). "Examining the complex relationship between Greek life and alcohol: A literature review." NASPA Journal 38(4): 451-465.

This literature review addresses the question of whether membership in a Greek organization contributes to the drinking behaviors of college students.  Research findings are divided into these major categories: drinking frequency, motivation/reasons to drink, predicting Greek membership, culture of Greek life, perception bias, and consequences of drinking.  Conclusions suggest that to be successful, intervention efforts must focus not only on individuals but also on organizational and institutional layers.

Evaluation—AOD

Adrian, M., B. S. Ferguson, et al. (2001). "Can alcohol price policies be used to reduce drink driving? Evidence from Canada." Substance Use and Misuse 36(13): 1923 - 1957.

Drunk driving is one of the more serious negative consequences of alcohol consumption. Since consumption of alcohol is sensitive to the price of alcohol, and the occurrence of drunk driving is sensitive to the level of alcohol consumption, the possibility exists for alcohol pricing policies to be used to reduce drunk driving in the population. This paper reviews the evidence of this possibility in the literature and adds results based on data from the Canadian province of Ontario. Multiple regression analysis of time series data for Ontario from 1972 to 1990 indicates that, controlling for income, the proportion of young males in the population, changes in the minimum drinking age, and other confounding variables, increasing the price of alcohol has a significant effect in reducing alcohol-related motor vehicle accidents (elasticity = -1.2, p < .05) and alcohol-related traffic offenses (elasticity = -0.50, p < .05). Overall, the evidence strongly supports the view that alcohol tax and pricing policies can be used to reduce the extent of drunk driving.
Baer, J. S., D. R. Kivlihan, et al. (2001). "Brief intervention for heavy-drinking college students: 4-year follow-up and natural history." American Journal of Public Health 91(8): 1310-1316.

Objectives:  This study examined long-term response to an individual preventive intervention for high-risk college drinkers relative to the natural history of college drinking. 

Methods: A single-session individualized preventive intervention was evaluated within a random controlled trial with college freshmen who reported drinking heavily while in high school.  An additional group randomly selected from the entire screening pool provided a normative comparison.  Participant self-report was assessed annually for four years.

Results:  High-risk controls showed secular trends for reduced drinking quantity and negative consequences without changes in drinking frequency.  Those receiving the brief preventative intervention reported significant additional reductions, particularly with respect to negative consequences.  Categorical individuals change analyses show that remission is normative, and they suggest that participants receiving the brief intervention are more likely to improve and less likely to worsen regarding negative drinking consequences.

Conclusions:  Brief individual preventive interventions for high-risk college drinkers can achieve long-term benefits even in the context of maturational trends.

Bormann, C. A. and M. H. Stone (2001). "The effects of eliminating alcohol in a college stadium: the Folsom field beer ban." The Journal of American College Health 50(2): 81-88.

In fall 1996, the University of Colorado at Boulder instituted a ban on beer sales at football games.  To evaluate the effects of the ban, the authors collected two types of data: first, they examined the effects of the ban on game-day security incidents; second, they looked at the survey data from the season ticket holders and students.  They administered the surveys after the first two post ban seasons to assess ticket holders' attitudes about the new policy.  The incident data they found indicated dramatic decreases in arrests, assaults, removal from the stadium, and student referrals to the judicial affairs office following the ban.  Survey data also indicated moderately negative attitudes about the ban among students and some season ticket holders.  However, all fans were likely to renew their tickets regardless of their attitudes toward the policy.  The study illustrates what can be achieved when alcohol is eliminated from a setting that frequently fosters disorderly and aggressive behavior.

Corbin, W. R., L. D. McNair, et al. (2001). "Evaluation of a treatment-appropriate cognitive intervention for challenging alcohol outcome expectancies." Addictive Behaviors 26(4): 475-488.
The current study evaluated an alcohol expectancy challenge (EC) that did not require alcohol administration and could therefore be implemented in a treatment setting.  Participants in the treatment group directly challenged alcohol expectancies endorsed on an expectancy questionnaire.  A total of sixty-two male and female undergraduates completed the study (thirty-two control participants, thirty EC participants).  Self-report questionnaires were collected pre- and post-intervention, and alcohol logs were kept during the study.  The EC resulted in significant reductions in alcohol expectancies across multiple expectancy dimensions.  Although the analysis for alcohol consumption was not significant, there was a trend toward better outcomes for male participants in the EC condition.  In contrast to study hypotheses, women in the EC condition increased their alcohol consumption from pre to post-test to a greater degree than did control participants.

Glider, P., S. J. Midyett, et al. (2001). "Challenging the collegiate rite of passage: a campus-wide social marketing media campaign to reduce binge drinking." Journal of Drug Education 31(2): 207-220.

A social marketing media campaign, based on a normative social influence model and focused on normative messages regarding binge drinking, on a large southwestern university campus has yielded positive preliminary results of an overall 29.2 percent decrease in binge drinking rates over a three-year period.  The Core Alcohol and Drug Survey and the Health Enhancement Survey provided information on student knowledge, perceptions, and behaviors regarding alcohol and binge drinking.  This study represents the first in-depth research on the impact of a media approach, based on a normative social influence model, to reduce binge drinking on a large university campus and yielded promising initial results.

Gomberg, L., S. K. Schneider, et al. (2001). "Evaluation of a social norms marketing campaign to reduce high-risk drinking at the University of Mississippi." American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse 27(2): 375-389.

A social marketing campaign to change perceptions of peer drinking norms was conducted by the National Golden Key Honor Society at the University of Mississippi during the 1995-1996 school year.  To assess the campaign's impact on perceptions of student drinking norms and alcohol consumption, Golden Key's national office administered a survey three times during the school year to all students enrolled in a random sample of required freshmen English courses.  Regression analyses suggest that exposure to the marketing campaign may be associated with lower (and more accurate) estimates of student drinking norms.  While offering promising results, this study was limited due to shortcomings in the research design.  Future evaluations of social norms marketing campaigns should adhere to basic evaluation principles, such as using comparison groups, collecting contextual data, using a valid and reliable survey instrument, and ensuring proper survey administration techniques.

Johannessen, K., P. Glider, et al. (2001). "Preventing alcohol-related problems at the University of Arizona's homecoming: An environmental management case study." American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse 27(3): 587-597.

In 1995, the University of Arizona installed and publicized new policies to provide better alcohol control during its annual homecoming event.  Systematic observation at pre-game tents revealed that, compared to 1994, these policies led to a lower percentage of tents selling alcohol, elimination of beer kegs, greater availability of food and nonalcoholic beverages, the presence of hired bartenders to serve alcohol, and systems for identification checks.  These changes were still in evidence through 1998.  In 1995, campus police also saw a downward shift in the number of neighborhood calls for complaints related to homecoming activities, which was maintained through 1998.  Statistics on law enforcement actions were inconsistent. There was a sharp drop in 1995, but 1996 and 1998 saw enforcement levels similar to what was seen prior to the new policies.  This case study underscores the importance of environmental management strategies for campus-based alcohol and other drug prevention.

Maisto, S. A., J. Conigliaro, et al. (2001). "Effects of two types of brief intervention and readiness to change on alcohol use in hazardous drinkers." Journal of Studies on Alcohol 62(5): 605-614.

Objective: Brief interventions for hazardous and low-dependant drinkers in the primary care setting have considerable empirical support.  The purpose of this study was to (1) evaluate the effects of brief advice (BA) and motivational enhancement (ME) interventions on alcohol consumption.  In addition, a hindsight matching design was used to (2) study the moderator effects of the patient readiness to change (alcohol use) on alcohol consumption.  

Method: The subjects (N=301, 70% men) were patients twenty-one years of age or older who presented for treatment at one of twelve primary care clinics.  After screening for eligibility and providing consent to participate in the study, the patients completed a baseline assessment and were randomly assigned to the BA, ME, or standard care (SC) intervention condition.  Follow-up assignments were completed at one, three, six, nine, and twelve months post baseline assessment.  

Results: Evaluation of the first hypothesis (N=232 for these analyses) showed that all participants tended to reduce their alcohol considerably between baseline and twelve months assessments.  In addition, evaluation of the second hypothesis showed a moderator effect of readiness to change in predicting the number of drinks at twelve months, such that the BA intervention seemed more effective for patients relatively low in readiness to change compared to those higher in readiness.  Readiness to change did not seem to be related to changes in drinking of participants in the SC or ME conditions.  

Conclusions: The results confirm that, among primary care patients, substantial changes in alcohol consumption are possible.  They further suggest that matching studies of patient readiness to change their alcohol use, as well as other variables, are warranted.

AOD—College

Borjesson, W. I. and M. E. Dunn (2001). "Alcohol expectancies of women and men in relation to alcohol use and perceptions of the effects of alcohol on the opposite sex." Addictive Behaviors 26(5): 707-720.

The present study was intended to identify specific alcohol expectancies of women and men that could be targeted in the expectancy-based interventions to maximize their impact on alcohol use.  The Alcohol Expectancy Questionnaire (AEQ) was revised to specifically refer to women, men of the respondent, and was administered to four hundred thirty-three undergraduates with a measure of alcohol use.  When asked about his/her own expectancy, females and males drinking correlated most highly with expectations of social facilitation.  When asked about expectancies for the opposite sex, however, several other types of expectancies were related to respondents' alcohol use in addition to expectations of enhanced social experiences.  Male drinking corresponded to beliefs that women will be happier, more confident and will sleep better if they have consumed alcohol.  Female drinking corresponded to beliefs that men will be less sexually inhibited and more romantic after drinking.  These findings link past expectancy work with more recent attempts to model the mechanism by which expectancies influence alcohol use and may guide development of maximally effective expectancy-based interventions to reduce drinking.

Clapp, J. D., L. Segars, et al. (2002). "A conceptual model of the alcohol environment of college students." Journal of Human Behavior in the Social Environment 5(1): 73-90.

Alcohol use is highly prevalent among U.S. college students and alcohol-related problems are often considered the most serious public health issue on American college campuses.  Recent efforts in alcohol prevention on college campuses have focused on changing drinking environments.  However, little conceptual work has been produced or published to guide such efforts.  This paper presents an empirically based conceptual model of college alcohol use from an environmental perspective.  Specifically, the paper discusses the underlying assumptions of environmental approaches to alcohol problems, presents a program model to guide and evaluate interventions, discusses a conceptual model to organize the social environment related to alcohol use and problems, and provides a series of interventions and measurement approaches consistent with the conceptual model.

Clapp, J.D., A. Shillington (2001) “Environmental predictors of heavy episodic drinking.”   The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse (27)2: 301-313 

This study examined the relationship between environmental characteristics and heavy episodic drinking by examining college students' last drinking events. For this study, 409 undergraduate students attending a large public university were randomly selected. Students were asked to report on their last drinking event within the 30-day period prior to being surveyed. There were 274 drinking events analyzed. Bivariate analyses and multiple logistic regression analysis were used to identify contextual factors predictive of heavy episodic drinking in specific drinking events. Drinking with friends, drinking beer and hard liquor, and having many people intoxicated at an event were predictive of heavy episodic drinking events. Dating events were protective of heavy episodic drinking. Implications for future research and prevention are discussed.
Cox, W. M., M. Gutzler, et al. (2001). "Temptation, restriction, and alcohol consumption among American and German college students." Addictive Behaviors 26(4): 573-582.

To assess relationships between alcohol consumption and two dimensions of drinking restraint (temptation and restriction), American and German college students were given the Khavari Alcohol Test (KAT) and the Temptation and Restraint Inventory (TRI).  As hypothesized, drinking temptation was a positive predictor of students' alcohol consumption in both countries, but there was no main effect for drinking restriction.  Also as hypothesized, American students who were high on drinking temptation drank greater (not smaller) quantities of alcohol if they were also high on drinking restriction.  Conversely, German students who were high on drinking temptation drank more alcohol if they were also low on drinking restriction.  The results point to cross-cultural similarities and differences in relationships between drinking temptation and restriction and actual alcohol consumption.

Dijkstra, A., L. Sweeney, et al. (2001). "Social cognitive determinants of drinking in young adults: Beyond the alcohol expectancies paradigm." Addictive Behaviors 26(5): 689-706.

In prior investigations of the psychology of drinking behavior, drinkers' positive expectancies regarding the effects of alcohol have been studied extensively.  From a social cognitive point of view, however, several additional psychological factors also deserve attention, namely negative expectancies, social influence, and self-efficacy expectations.  In a representative sample of one hundred sixty-one university students, this study examined to what extent inclusion of these additional social cognitive factors enhanced the predictive power of the predominant alcohol-expectancies model of drinking behavior, and to what extent all four social cognitive factors were related to the uptake and cessation of drinking behavior.  The three additional social cognitive factors contributed 17% to the explained variance on drinking behavior, in addition to the 18% accounted for by positive expectancies.  The constructs with the greatest predictive strength all pertained to the social effects and social context of drinking.  The most important predictors of drinking behavior were found to differ for male versus female students, and for students living with their parents versus those who live on their own.  The data on drinking acquisition and cessation suggest that in this sample little change in drinking behavior could be expected.  The social cognitive factors were strongly related to acquisition stages but only weakly to cessation stages.  Recommendations for interventions aimed at lowering alcohol intake are given.

Jackson, K. M., K. J. Sher, et al. (2001). "Transitioning into and out of large-effect drinking in young adulthood." Journal of Abnormal Psychology 110(3): 378-391.

As individuals age beyond the college years into young adulthood, many exhibit a tendency to moderate or "mature out of " alcohol involvement.  The current study classified effect-drinking statues in young adults and examined transitions among statuses using latent transition analysis, a latent variable state-sequential model for longitudinal data.  On three occasions over seven years  (Years one, four, and seven), four hundred forty-three men (47%) and women (mean age of both at baseline =18.5 years; 51% with family history of alcoholism) responded to three past thirty-day items assessing drinking and subjective effects of drinking: whether the respondent drank alcohol, felt high, and felt drunk.  Latent statuses included abstainers (14% at Year one), limited-effect drinkers (8%), moderate-effect drinkers (23%), and large-effect drinkers (54%).  Respondents with family history of alcoholism were less likely to transition out of large-effect drinking than those without family history.  Men exhibited more severe initial effect-drinking statuses and lower transition probabilities into less sever effect-drinking statuses than women.

Jones, S. E., J. Oeltmann, et al. (2001). "Binge drinking among undergraduate college students in the United States: implications for other substance use." Journal of American College Health 50(1): 33-38.

The authors examined the relationship between binge drinking and other substance use among U.S. college students, using nationally representative data from the 1995 National College Health Risk Behavior Survey implemented by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Compared with non-binge drinkers, current binge drinkers were significantly more likely to report "ever" using and current use of cigarettes, marijuana, cocaine, and other illegal drugs.  The researchers also found that the more often students binge drank, the more likely they were to have ever used cigarettes, marijuana, cocaine, and other drugs, and the more likely they were to report current use of cigarettes and marijuana.  Those who design programs to prevent binge drinking and use of other substances should take into account the reality that many students use more than one substance and that the more frequently students report binge drinking, the more likely they are to be using other substances as well.

Lanier, C. A., T. Nicholson, et al. (2001). "Drug use and mental well being among a sample of undergraduate and graduate college students." Journal of Drug Education 31(3): 239-248.
Stress related disorders in college students are widespread and largely preventable.  Students do not have the preventative skills necessary to manage stress in their lives and, because of the inability to cope, students may turn to alcohol and drugs to alleviate the pressures they are experiencing.  The purpose of this study was to describe the association between stress and alcohol and drug use.  A total of seven hundred-seventy-two undergraduate and graduate students from a small, elite, private university were randomly selected from four thousand students to complete two anonymous questionnaires.  The Core Alcohol and Drug Survey identified the frequency and consequences of alcohol and drug use, and the General- Well Being Schedule was used to assess subjective well being and mental health status.  The results of this study revealed that, for this sample of students, health behaviors such as using drugs recreationally and drinking alcohol played an associative role with general well being.  A significant relationship was also found between student participation in intramural or club sports and positive mental well being.

Leeman, R. F. and S. Wapner (2001). "Some factors involved in alcohol consumption of first-year undergraduates." Journal of Drug Education 31(3): 249-262.

Three studies were conducted with samples of first-year undergraduates in order to assess relationships among college drinking, adjustment, recent life-changing events, interpersonal factors, self-control, and perceived risk.  Significant correlation was found between alcohol use and life-change, but not between alcohol use and college adjustment.  In addition, several significant findings linked alcohol use to social factors.  Responses to open-ended interview questions regarding consumption, after initial experience with alcohol use.  Non-social factors, namely stressful events, appear to play a role in consumption behavior; however, students more frequently report on social factors as motivating their decisions regarding alcohol intake.

Lewis, D. C. (2001). "Urging college alcohol and drug policies that target adverse behavior, not use." Journal of American College Health 50(1): 39-41.

Although "zero tolerance" policies are being enacted on campus nationwide, these policies may not be the most effective means of creating safer and healthier environments for students. Many historical precedents illustrate the value of moderation over prohibition.  College drug and alcohol policies should focus primarily on dysfunctional and disruptive student behaviors, not on student drug and alcohol use only.

Maddock, J. E., R. G. Laforge, et al. (2001). "The college alcohol problems scale." Addictive Behaviors 26(3): 385-398.

A short, reliable, two-factor instrument measuring drinking-related negative consequences was developed from a previous measure using two samples of college students.  In Study I, data on alcohol use and problems associated with alcohol use were collected on 382 introductory psychology students.  The original College Alcohol Problems Scale (CAPS) was tested and found to fit the data poorly.  Sequential methods were used to develop a revised instrument.  Principal components analyses (PCA) on half of the sample were conducted on 20 items written to measure negative consequences related to college student drinking.  Results indicated a two-factor solution measuring social and emotional problems.  Confirmatory factor analyses (CFA) on the other half of the sample confirmed the two-factor structure.  Further refinement of the instrument resulted in the revised CAPS (CAPS-r), and eight-item two-factor scale.  IN Study II, the response format was altered to coincide with the Young Adult Problem Screening Test.  A total of 726 students completed the instrument as part of a university-wide random sample.  CFA showed that the hypothesized model fit well across all measures of model fit and the factor structure was invariant across gender.  Additional analyses revealed that the scale was internally consistent and externally valid.  A short reliable and valid measure of alcohol-related problems is needed to enable low-cost data collection on college campuses across the nation, as well as to facilitate program evaluation and routine epidemiological surveillance and monitoring.

McNally, A. M. and T. P. Palfai (2001). "Negative emotional expectancies and readiness to change among college student binge drinkers." Addictive Behaviors 26(5): 721-734.

While expectancies are considered to be important cognitive variable in the etiology and maintenance of substance use, less is known about their role in attitudes toward addictive behavior change.  It has recently been suggested that negative alcohol expectancies, in particular, might play a fundamental role in motivation to change.  Among a population of college student binge drinkers, the differential ability of positive and negative expectancies to predict total readiness to change  (RTC) scores was examined.  Hierarchical regression analyses revealed that controlling for level of consumption and number of drinking -related problems, negative, and not positive expectancies significantly predicted RTC.  In an examination of expectancy subtypes, negative emotional expectancies emerged as the only significant predictor of change motivation.  Possible explanations for the findings and implications for interventions with undergraduate heavy drinkers are discussed.

Mooney, D. K. (2001). "Assessing binge drinking: what you get is what you...ask!" Journal of American College Health 49(5): 243.

Palmer, C. J., G. Lohman, et al. (2001). "Parental notification: A new strategy to reduce alcohol abuse on campus." NASPA Journal 38(3): 372-385.
This article summarizes the results of a survey completed by senior judicial officers at 189 colleges and universities.  The survey concerned institutional responses to a section of the Higher Education Reauthorization Act of 1998 that allows, but does not require, institutions to notify parents of students under the age of twenty-one who have violated institutional alcohol policies.  The study found that, as of January 2000, 44% of the participating institutions had implemented parental notification policies; 15% did not have policies, but notified parents in practice; and 25% were actively considering adopting policies.  Factors triggering and inhibiting development of parental notification policies, circumstances under which notification is allowed by policy and implemented in practice, notification procedures and frequencies, support of policies by parents notified, and effects of policies on numbers of alcohol violations on campus were also assessed in this study.

Sher, K. J., B. D. Bartholow, et al. (2001). "Short- and long-term effects of fraternity and sorority membership on heavy drinking: a social norms perspective." Psychology of Addictive Behaviors 15(1): 42-51.

This study sought to determine whether the well-established relation between fraternity/sorority (Greek) membership and heavy alcohol use persists beyond the college years and whether some common third variables might account for the relation between Greek status and heavy drinking.  During each of the four years of college and one additional year, young adults (N=319) completed measures of alcohol use, personality, alcohol expectancies, and environmental influences on drinking.  Throughout the college year, Greeks consistently drank more heavily than no-Greeks.  Statistically controlling for previous alcohol use did not eliminate this effect.  However, Greek status did not predict post-college heavy drinking levels.  Also, perceived peer norms for heavy drinking mediated the relation between Greek affiliation and heavy alcohol use.  Results are discussed in terms of situational determinants of heavy alcohol involvement in young adults.

Shillington, A. M. and J. D. Clapp (2001). "Substance use problems reported by college students: Combined marijuana and alcohol use versus alcohol-only use." Substance Use and Misuse 36(5): 663 - 672.

This study examines the relationships among selected demographic characteristics, alcohol use only, alcohol plus marijuana use and substance-use related problems. Data are from 409 randomly selected undergraduate college students attending a large urban university. Poly-substance users were more likely than alcohol only users to be younger and experience all substance-use related problems studied. The relationship between poly-substance use and increased substance use-associated problems was also identified when controlling for other common predictors of substance use problems.

Slater, M. D. (2001). "Personal value of alcohol use as a predictor of intention to decrease post-college alcohol use." Journal of Drug Education 31(3): 263-270.

This study examines the utility of a new measure of person value of alcohol use in predicting intentions to reduce post-college alcohol use.  This measure is intended to distinguish college students who drink due to situational norms versus intrinsic commitment to alcohol use.  As expected alcohol consumption quantity/ frequency of consuming five or more drinks per occasion were unrelated to intention to reduce alcohol use after college.  When these alcohol consumption measures were controlled using partial correlation, the personal value of alcohol measure was significantly and negatively related to intention to reduce alcohol use.  Conversely, when personal value of alcohol use was controlled in partial correlation, the relationship between alcohol consumption variables and intention to reduce alcohol use after college became positive, though only in marginally significant levels.  Implications are discussed.
Yu, J., R.W. Shacket (2001). Alcohol use in high school: predicting students’ alcohol use and alcohol problems in four-year colleges. The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse, 27(4): 775-793

This research examined the effect of students' drinking behaviors in high school on their alcohol use and alcohol problems in college. Five colleges in New York State were randomly selected for the study. The telephone interview method was employed to survey college students during the spring semester of 1998. Within each participating college, students were randomly selected through the use of complete student telephone directories provided by the college administration. A total of eight hundred-thirteen students were interviewed. Alcohol problems were measured with items from DSM-IV. Results indicate that both frequency and quantity of alcohol use in high school significantly affect students' alcohol consumption in college. Furthermore, the impact of alcohol use in high school on alcohol problems in college tends to be composed of a moderate direct effect and a relatively strong indirect effect via its impact on current alcohol consumption in college. Prevention efforts for drinking in college may need to start in high school to reduce or delay alcohol use by high school students. Additional assessment services and more readily available treatment services may be required to address potential alcohol problems among college students. Future research should examine the effect and longevity of students' alcohol problem symptoms after they graduate from college.
AOD—Non-College

Caulkins, J. P. (2001). "Drug prices and emergency department mentions for cocaine and heroin." American Journal of Public Health 91(9): 1446-1149.

Objectives: In this report, the author illustrates the historic relationship between retail drug prices and emergency department mentions for cocaine and heroin. 
Methods: Price series based on the Drug Enforcement Administration's System to Retrieve Information From Drug Evidence database were correlated with data on emergency department mentions from the Drug Abuse Warning Network for cocaine (1978–1996) and heroin (1981–1996). 
Results. A simple model in which emergency department mentions are driven only by prices explains more than 95% of the variation in emergency department mentions. 
Conclusions: Fluctuations in prices are an important determinant of adverse health outcomes associated with drugs.

DiFranza, J. R., C. C. Celebucki, et al. (2001). "Measuring statewide merchant compliance with tobacco minimum age laws: the Massachusetts experience." American Journal of Public Health 91(7): 1124-1126.

Objectives:  This study evaluated merchant compliance with laws prohibiting the sale of tobacco to minors in Massachusetts.  

Methods:  Stratified cluster sampling was used to select outlets from which youths aged thirteen to seventeen years attempted to purchase tobacco.

Results:  Illegal sales were more common when the youth purchasing the tobacco was older, when the clerk was male, and when tobacco was obtained from a self-service display or unlocked vending machine.  Failure to request proof of age was the strongest predictor of illegal sales.  

Conclusions:  Measured compliance rates are strongly influenced by the age of the youths used to purchase tobacco.
Flom, P. L., S. R. Friedman, et al. (2001). "Recalled adolescent peer norms towards drug use in young adulthood in a low-income, minority urban neighborhood." Journal of Drug Issues: 425-444.

We investigated the relationship between the drug use norms of young adults' peers (recalled from age 15) and subjects' drug use in the past twelve months.  Subjects included two samples of eighteen to twenty-four year olds from a low income, minority neighborhood in New York City: a probabilistically selected household sample, and a targeted sample of users of cocaine, heroin, crack or injected drugs.  Norms varied by drug, and were least negative for marijuana, and increasingly negative for cocaine, heroin, crack, and injected drugs.  We found a strong relationship between recalled norms and current use both for individual drugs and for hierarchically defined level of drug use; this relationship remained significant after controlling for socio-demographics and parental and sibling drug use.  Intervention programs for young teens that influence peer selection and norms of groups of adolescents should be developed and tested.  Research is needed on the social, economic, political, and other determinants of norms in their neighborhood contexts.

Golub, A., B. D. Johnson, et al. (2001). "Is the U.S. experiencing an incipient epidemic of hallucinogen use?" Substance Use and Misuse 36(12): 1699 - 1729.

NHSDA and MTF survey data indicate “epidemic”-like growth in hallucinogen use from 1992–1996 and associated increases in cocaine, crack, heroin and amphetamine use. These trends might have resulted from a proliferation of raves and dance clubs in the U.S. as occurred in Europe and elsewhere, although in contrast to evidence regarding European experiences the American epidemic involves primarily teens as opposed to persons in their twenties and involves primarily use of LSD as opposed to MDMA. This analysis highlights the need for further research into the context, significance, and consequences of these recently popular American drug use practices.

Grube, J. W. and P. Nygaard (2001). "Adolescent drinking and alcohol policy." Contemporary Drug Problems 28(1): 87-131.

Policy approaches to prevention have considerable promise for addressing underage drinking and its associated problems. Based on the available evidence, the most effective policies appear to be (a) taxation or price increases, (b) increases in the minimum drinking age, and (c) graduated licensing or zero tolerance. Random breath testing and sobriety checkpoints also appear promising, although there is little evidence for their effectiveness specifically with young people. Major changes in the conditions of sale (e.g., privatization) may also affect the availability of alcohol to young people and thus underage drinking. The evidence is less convincing, however, for the effects of more modest license restrictions (e.g., limiting outlet density, hours of sale), responsible beverage service, advertising restrictions, warning labels, keg registration, and school policies. It is clear from the available research that no policy can be effective unless it is accompanied by enforcement and awareness on the part of the intended targets of both the policy and the enforcement efforts. 

Holmila, M. (2001). "The changing field of preventing alcohol and drug problems in Finland: can community-based work be the solution?" Contemporary Drug Problems 28(2): 203-220.
This paper analyzes the changing environment of community-based prevention and its evaluation research in Finland.  The last ten years have changed the field considerably, and the field of preventative work is being recognized on both the state and local level.  The paper shows that growing expectations are directed to the local level, while the national-level policies are being dismantled.  The development of community-based prevention research on Finland is also described, and the situation at the beginning of the 1990's is compared with that in 1997.  There is considerable demand for increased professionalism, knowledge, clarity of organization, evaluation and research if preventative work is to respond to any of the expectations directed toward it.  Good scientific analyses and evaluation of preventative action offer the challenge for future research.

Howard, K. A., K. M. Ribisl, et al. (2001). "What factors are associated with local enforcement of laws banning illegal tobacco sales to minors? A study of 182 law enforcement agencies in California." Preventive Medicine 33(2): 63-70.

Objectives:  The aims of this study were to understand the attitudes of local law enforcement staff regarding policies to reduce youth access to tobacco, to determine what proportion of these agencies have conducted unannounced compliance checks in the past year, and to examine factors associated with conducting compliance checks.

Methods:  A written questionnaire was completed by one hundred eighty-two law enforcement officials representing two hundred cities and countries in California (some officials represented multiple jurisdictions).  Logistic regression analyses were conducted to identify factors associated with conducting compliance checks.

Results:  Only 36% of local enforcement agencies reported conducting one or more compliance checks in the previous year.  Agencies were more likely to conduct compliance checks if they perceived fewer barriers to enforcement, reported more frequent collaboration with other community agencies to enforce youth access laws, and believed that youth access to tobacco is a problem in their community.

Conclusions:  Because active enforcement of youth access laws using unannounced compliance checks has been shown to reduce the rate of illegal tobacco sales to minors and may reduce youth smoking, efforts to increase the level of enforcement should be promoted.

Hyland, A. and K. M. Cummings (2001). "Laws restricting self-service tobacco displays: will they help?" Preventive Medicine 33(1): 59-60.

Klonoff, E. A., H. Landrine, et al. (2001). "Adults buy cigarettes for underaged youths." American Journal of Public Health 91(7): 1138-1139.

McElrath, K. and K. McEvoy (2001). "Fact, fiction and function: Mythmaking and the social construction of ecstasy use." Substance Use and Misuse 36(1 and 2): 1-22.

Myths and folklore about drugs represent important aspects of user subcultures. This paper explores Ecstasy users' perceptions about drug folklore as it relates to the social relationships of drug user lifestyles. The data for the study were collected through in-depth interviews with fifty current or former Ecstasy users in Northern Ireland. The findings indicate that although some Ecstasy users perceive the folklore to be an accurate reflection of reality others report that social relations among users change with continued usage, occur within selected venues, or are influenced by greater cultural relations that characterize mainstream society.  

Paton-Simpson, G. (2001). "Socially obligatory drinking: a sociological analysis of norms governing minimum drinking levels." Contemporary Drug Problems 28(1): 133-177.

In many social situations, the consumption of at least some alcohol is socially obligatory, at least for some participants.  This paper focuses on the norms that govern minimum levels of consumption in such settings.  Evidence for existence of such norms is derived from the empirical literature on drinking and on my own research on reactions to non-drinking and lighter-drinking men in New Zealand.  Reactions encountered ranged from subtle nonverbal responses to threats of physical force.  These responses add weight to the contention that abstinence and lighter drinking can be thought of as deviance relative to minimum drinking norms within the ambit of alcohol branch of the sociology of deviance.  This raises some interesting issues from a public health point of view and partially balances the historical bias in favor of studying maximum drinking norms.

Perkins, H. W., W. DeJong, et al. (2001). "Estimated blood alcohol levels reached by "binge" and "nonbinge" drinkers: A survey of young adults in Montana." Psychology of Addictive Behaviors 15(4): 317-320.

The authors examined estimated blood alcohol concentrations (BAC's) reached by so-called "binge drinkers" and "non-binge drinkers" using a survey of young adults (aged eighteen to twenty-four years) in Montana.  One third of drinkers were classified as "binge drinkers" the last time they consumed alcohol.  Using a gender-specific definition commonly applied to young adults: for men, having five or more drinks in a row and for women, having four or more drinks.  BAC levels were estimated on the basis of length of drinking episode, gender, weight, and typical alcohol consumption level.  Among "binge drinkers," 63% did not reach .10% BAC or higher, 48% did not reach .08% BAC or higher, and 30% did not reach .06% BAC or higher.  Of the "non-binge drinkers," 7% reached .06%BAC or higher and 4% reached .08% BAC or higher.  These findings underscore the potential problem of using "binge drinking" as a description and shorthand measure of drinking to intoxication.

Reifman, A., Barnes, G.M., Dintcheff, B.A., Uhteg, L., Farrell, M.P. (2001). "Health values buffer social-environmental risks for adolescent alcohol misuse." Psychology of Addictive Behaviors 15(3): 249-251.

Data from a representative sample of seventeen to twenty year old adolescents were analyzed to investigate whether a health-valuing attitude could buffer the effects of the social-environmental risk on adolescent alcohol misuse.  A risk index was constructed for adolescents, based on variables such as friends' drinking, parental alcohol abuse, and poor parental monitoring and communication.  The expected buffering interaction called for high environmental risk to lead to greater alcohol misuse for adolescents who placed low value on health, but not for those who placed high value on health.  The expected interactions were obtained for two alcohol-related variables (total consumption and consuming five or more drinks at a time)

Schuster, C., P. M. O'Malley, et al. (2001). "Adolescent marijuana use and adult occupational attainment: A longitudinal study from age 18 to 28." Substance Use and Misuse 36(8): 997 - 1014.

This report uses data from a nationally representative longitudinal sample to examine the relationship of marijuana use by high school seniors to occupational attainment ten years later. Analyses were conducted separately by gender, with and without controlling for other variables. Control variables, all measured when respondents were seniors, were academic performance, educational aspirations, and occupational aspirations. Results indicate that the influence of marijuana use on occupational attainment is considerably different for males and females.
Sheehan, M. and D. Ridge (2001). "You become really close…you talk about the silly things you did, and we laugh”: The role of binge drinking in female secondary students' lives." Substance Use and Misuse 36(3): 347-372.

In Australia, negative attitudes regarding young women's drinking have eased, drinking is on the increase, and there are heightened concerns about “heavy” or “binge” drinking. In a climate where underage drinking is frequently considered undesirable, campaigns aimed at reducing “heavy” alcohol use have failed. This article takes as its departure point the notion that alcohol plays a meaningful role in social lives and relationships. It is through the use of narrative that these young women make sense of their drinking, which is still stigmatized. Any harm encountered along the way tends to be filtered through the “good story,” brimming with tales of fun, adventure, bonding, sex, gender transgressions, and relationships. Nevertheless, these women implemented their own practical harm minimization strategies, and it is here that professionals can gain a foothold and assist young people and help them to drink more safely.

Smith, J. E., R. J. Meyers, et al. (2001). "The community reinforcement approach to the treatment of substance use disorders." The American Journal on Addictions 10(supplement): 51-59.

Empirical support is presented for the Community Reinforcement Approach (CRA), a broad-spectrum cognitive-behavioral treatment for substance use disorders.  At the core of CRA is the belief that an individual's environment can play a powerful role in encouraging or discouraging drinking and drug use.  Consequently, it attempts to rearrange contingencies so that sober behavior is more rewarding than substance-abusing behavior.  Originally tested in the early 1970's with a small sample of alcohol-dependant inpatients, it has repeatedly proven to be successful over the years with larger, diverse populations.  Empirical backing is also presented for a new variant of CRA that works through family members to engage treatment-resistant individuals into substance abuse treatment.

von Sydow, K., R. Lieb, et al. (2001). "The natural course of cannabis use, abuse, dependance over four years: a longitudinal community study of adolescents and young adults." Drug and Alcohol Dependance 64(3): 347-362.
Objectives:  To determine incidence and patterns of natural course of cannabis use and disorders as well as cohort effects in a community sample of adolescents and young adults. 

Method:  Cumulative incidence and patterns of cannabis use and disorders were examined in a prospective longitudinal design (mean follow-up period =forty-two months) in a representative sample (N=2446) aged fourteen to twenty-four years at the outset of the study.  Patterns of cannabis use, abuse, and dependence (DSM-IV) were assessed with the Composite International Diagnostic Interview (M-CIDI) Results: (1) Cumulative lifetime incidence for cannabis use (at second follow-up): 47%; 5.5% for cannabis abuse, 2.2% for dependence.  (2) Men used and abused cannabis more than women.  (3) The majority of the older participants (eighteen to twenty-four years at baseline) had reduced their cannabis use at follow-up, while younger participants (fourteen to seventeen years at baseline) more often had increased their use and developed abuse or dependence.  (4) The younger birth cohort (1977-1981) tended to start earlier with substance (ab)use compared to the older birth cohort (1970-1977).  (5) Cannabis use was associated with increasing rates of concomitant use of other licit and illicit drugs.  

Conclusions. Cannabis use is widespread in our sample, but the probability of developing cannabis abuse or dependence is relatively low (8%).  The natural course of cannabis use is quite variable: about half of all cannabis users stopped their use spontaneously in their twenties, other report occasional or more frequent use of cannabis.

AOD and Violence

Gorman, D. M., P. W. Speer, et al. (2001). "Spatial dynamics of alcohol availability, neighborhood structure and violent crime." Journal of Studies on Alcohol 62(5): 628-636.
Objective: This study examined the relationship between neighborhood social structure, alcohol outlet densities and violent crime in Camden, New Jersey.  

Method:  Data pertaining to neighborhood social structure, violent crime, and alcohol density were collected for ninety-eight block groups, and analyzed using bivariate, multivariate and spatial analyses.  

Results: Each type of the analysis showed that those in areas with high alcohol outlet densities experienced more violent crime than lower density areas, after controlling for neighborhood social structure.  In the multivariate regression analysis, alcohol outlet densities explained close to one fifth of the variability in violent crime rates across block groups-- more than any one of the neighborhoods structural variables included in the analysis.  These findings were replicated in the spatial analysis, which also showed that alcohol outlet densities contributed significantly to violent crime within target block groups but not in adjacent block groups.  

Conclusions:  High alcohol outlet density is associated with high rates of violent crime in this urban community.  Spatial analysis suggests that alcohol outlets elevate the rate of violent crime within the immediate neighborhood context, not in surrounding neighborhoods.

McClelland, G. M. and L. A. Teplin (2001). "Alcohol intoxication and violent crime: implications for public health policy." American Journal for Addictions 10(supplement): 70-85.

Despite extensive public campaigns, the consequences of alcohol intoxication continue to be a serious public health concern.  Alcohol intoxication, for example, is a prevalent feature of crime, especially violent crime.  Previous studies of alcohol intoxication and violent crime have used samples of police reports, correctional populations (arrested individuals, jail detainees, or convicted offenders), or community surveys.  Studies using police reports and correctional populations are biased because few police-citizen encounters result in police reports or arrest.  Community surveys avoid these biases but rely on the subject's assessment of both the victims' and the suspects' intoxication.  We took a different approach and directly observed 2.365 police-citizen encounters.  Observers used the Alcohol Symptom Checklist to determine the level of alcohol intoxication or impairment.  We compared the prevalence of suspects' and victims' alcohol intoxication (equivalent to a blood alcohol level [BAL] of .05 or above) by type of encounter and computed odds ratios to access the association between intoxication and type of encounter.  We controlled for demographic characteristics (race, gender, age, and socio-economic status) to access the relationships among perpetration, victimization, and intoxication.  Overall, suspects are far more likely than victims to be intoxicated, not surprisingly, suspects in public order/vandalism encounters are the most likely to be intoxicated.  Alcohol intoxication appears to contribute substantially to violent victimization.  The role of alcohol intoxication is largest among groups that, if not intoxicated, are generally less vulnerable to violence: whites, males, and persons of higher socio-economic status.  We discuss the implications of these findings for services and public health policy.

Sorenson, S. B. and R. A. Berk (2001). "Handgun sales, beer sales, and youth homicide, California 1972-1993." Journal of Public Health Policy 22(2): 182-197.

Whether regulating access to firearms and alcohol will reduce violent injuries is an important policy question. Empirical answers are difficult to obtain because only observational data are available. The present study estimated the association of firearm sales and alcohol sales with subsequent homicides, after adjusting statistically for potential confounders (e.g., unemployment rates) using California data from 1972 through 1993. Handgun sales and beer sales were lagged one year and used to explain variation in the homicides of Californians (e.g., 1990 sales were used to explain 1991 homicides). Differences across population groups were investigated, with a focus on fifteen- to thirty-four-year-olds, the highest risk age group. Even when taking potential confounders in the base population into account, beer sales and handgun sales generally are associated positively one year later with homicide, particularly among young men. Reducing beer sales may reduce homicides. And, although they represent a small fraction of existing firearms, regulating the number of handguns sold may reduce the number of homicides.

Yu, J. (2001). "Negative consequences of alcohol use among college students: Victims or victimizers." Journal of Drug Education 31(3): 271-288.

Focusing on reciprocity between primary and secondary consequences resulting form alcohol use among college students, this study hypothesizes that college students should not be dichotomously viewed as those who generate alcohol-related negative consequences and those who suffer from the consequences generated by fellow students.  Instead, since students usually live closely together and most of them use alcohol, they constantly affect one another with consequences of their alcohol use.  Five colleges in New York States were randomly selected for the study.  The telephone interview method was employed to survey college students during the spring semester of 1998.  Within each participating college, students were randomly selected through the use of complete student telephone directories provided by the college administration.  A total of thirteen students were interviewed.  Findings indicate that negative consequences of alcohol use among college students may be understood more in a form of group process than in separate individual circumstances. Through association and interaction with other alcohol users, students are frequently victimizing fellow student and being victimized by other in terms of alcohol-related consequences; the severity of alcohol-related hazard for students, thus, tends to be twice as severs as that for individuals who are not in a college environment.

Assessment
Diez Roux, A. V. (2001). "Investigating neighborhood and area effects on health." American Journal of Public Health 91(11): 1783-1789.

The past few years have witnessed an explosion of interest in neighborhood or area effects on health.  Several types of empiric studies have been used to examine possible area or neighborhood effects, including ecological studies relating area characteristics to morbidity and mortality rates, contextual and multilevel analyses relating area socioeconomic context to health outcomes, and studies comparing small numbers of well-defined neighborhoods.  Strengthening inferences regarding the presence and magnitude of neighborhood effects will require addressing a series of conceptual and methodological issues.  Many of these issues relate to the need to develop theory and specific hypotheses on the process through which neighborhood and individual factors may jointly influence specific health outcomes.  Important challenges include defining neighborhoods or relevant geographic areas, identifying significant area or neighborhood characteristics, specifying the role of individual-level variables, incorporating life-course and longitudinal dimensions, combining a variety of research designs, and avoiding reductionism in the way in which "neighborhood" factors are incorporated into models of disease causation and quantitative analyses.

Sudman, S. (2001). "Examining substance abuse data collection methodologies." Journal of Drug Issues 31(3): 695-716.

Williams, R. L. and K. Yanoshik (2001). "Can you do a community assessment without talking to the community?" Journal of Community Health 26(4): 233-248.

Conventionally, it has been accepted that an accurate understanding of community views on health topics can only come directly from community members.  Yet, even as the need for this data has been increased by managed care, the methods of gathering it from community members remain costly and impractical for most busy practices or communities.  This case study was conducted to determine whether well-informed health professionals could accurately and less expensively convey community views on health topics.  In a low-income urban community, using a standard set of open-ended questions, focus groups and telephone and mail surveys were used to gather qualitative data from community residents and patients.  Extended interviews and key informant surveys were used to gather similar data from health professionals.  Data obtained form both sets of respondents were compared for content and logistics of collection.  Overall, responses from the two groups had similar content but differing emphasis.  Community residents tended to emphasize socioeconomic determinants of health and everyday life concerns, while health care workers tended to emphasize the process of care.  However, these perspectives were shared across the groups, as was an emphasis on the need for education with regard to community health concerns.  The most striking difference between the groups was the community resources each group identified.  As expected, costs for health care worker approaches were less expensive.  Findings from this case study suggest limited situations in which health care workers can adequately convey community views.  In other situations, the different perspectives of each group can be complementary.  Regardless of their role in qualitative data gathering there remain important roles for community members in planning and decision-making regarding their health care.

Policy and Community Change

Cleveland-Innes, M., C. Emes, et al. (2001). "On being a social change agent in a reluctant collegial environment." Planning for Higher Education 29(4): 25-33.

An outcome of strategic planning at the University of Calgary is institutional-wide redesign of undergraduate curriculum. Implementation of a new curriculum framework comes hand in hand with the rewards and challenges of change. This article reviews the collaborative process used to effect change and "rules" for those leading that process at the departmental level.

Ulene, K. (2001). "Helping make healthy legislative changes." Preventive Medicine 33(2): 71-72.
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