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Introduction

The Higher Education Center for Alcohol and Other Drug Prevention (the Center), performs a periodic literature search in order to gather and make available information relating to environmental strategies for prevention (subtask 1.4).  The Donahue Institute, serving as a sub-contractor for the Center completed a semi-annual literature review of articles related to alcohol, other drug, and violence (AODV) prevention in July of 2003.  This document serves as a supplement to that review.  
The majority of the resources compiled for this task over the last three years came from a search of particular journals,
 and focused primarily on alcohol and other drugs.  Therefore, the Donahue Institute decided to perform a keyword search of several databases to identify articles related to violence prevention that may have been excluded from past literature searches.  

This literature search was conducted by performing keyword searches in three online data-bases: InfoTrac, Cumulative Index to Nursing & Allied Health Literature (CINAHL), and Social Sciences Citation Index.  Keywords included: “suicide and college,” “violence and college,” and “mental health and college.”  Articles published between January 2000 and June 2003 were identified and cross-listed with past literature reviews.  The list of articles presented here includes only those that were not recorded in past literature reviews conducted by the Center.
Violence and College

Bondurant, B. (2001). University women's acknowledgment of rape: individual, situational, and social factors. Violence Against Women, 7(3), 294-314.

An ecological framework was used to examine individual, situational, and social predictors of university women's acknowledgment of rape experiences. Only individual and situational factors uniquely predicted acknowledgment. Women were more likely to acknowledge a rape if they experienced higher levels of violence during the rape, possessed factors congruent with an acquaintance rape script rather than a blitz rape script, and blamed their behavior for the rape. All women experienced a generally low amount of self-blame and blamed the perpetrator more than themselves. Implications for rape awareness programs are discussed.

Carmody, D. & Washington, L. (2001). Rape myth acceptance among college women: the impact of race and prior victimization. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 16(5), 424-436.

A study was conducted to examine the impact of race and prior sexual assault victimization on the acceptance of rape myths. Data were drawn from a survey of 623 undergraduate college 
women. Findings revealed that although most college women, black and white, reject rape myths, a significant minority continue to support them.

Combs-Lane, A., & Smith, D. (2002). Risk of sexual victimization in college women: the role of behavioral intentions and risk-taking behaviors. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 17(2), 165-183.

Recent investigations of risk factors for adult sexual assault have focused on a variety of behavioral and cognitive variables, including victim risk-taking behaviors. In this study, cognitive appraisals of risky activities, behavioral intentions to engage in risk-taking behaviors, and alcohol use were examined in relation to future involvement in risk-taking behaviors and the incidence of sexual assault in a sample of college women. At Time 1, 50 (26%) participants reported a history of sexual victimization and at Time 2, 16 (12.7%) reported new sexual victimizations. Discriminant function analysis indicated that alcohol use and expected involvement in risky activities at Time 1 were associated with new sexual victimizations at Time 2. Hierarchical regression analysis revealed that alcohol use and expected involvement in risky activities at Time 1 were predictive of frequency of involvement in risky sexual activities at Time 2. The implication of these findings for future research is discussed.

Corbin, W., Bernat, J., & Calhoun, K. (2001). The role of alcohol expectancies and alcohol consumption among sexually victimized and nonvictimized college women. Journal of Interpersonal Violence,, 16(4), 279-311.

A study was conducted to examine alcohol expectancies, alcohol consumption, sexual assertiveness, and the number of consensual sexual partners as potential risk factors for sexual assault among college women who were nonvictimized, moderately victimized, or severely victimized. It was found that subjects with severe victimization histories reported more consensual sexual partners, less perceived assertiveness in their ability to refuse unwanted sexual advances, greater weekly alcohol consumption, and more positive outcome expectancies for alcohol than did nonvictims. Furthermore, it was noted that a significant portion of the variance of sexual activity following alcohol consumption was independently accounted for by consumption of alcohol and expectancies of social enhancement following alcohol use for both victimized and nonvictimized subjects.

Daley, E., & Noland, V. (2001). Intimate partner violence in college students: a cross-cultural comparison... Preliminary findings from concurrent studies. International Electronic Journal of Health Education, 4, 35-40.

Violence against women has been recognized as a worldwide problem. Among college women dating violence and acquaintance rape are common types of intimate partner violence. Preliminary findings from concurrent studies of American college women indicate the presence of intimate partner violence (IPV) in both community colleges and universities. Comparable data specific to IPV among German college women are not available; however, the need for gathering gender-specific data is discussed.

DeKeseredy, W., Schwartz, M., & Alvi, S. (2000). The role of profeminist men in dealing with woman abuse on the Canadian college campus. Violence Against Women, 6(9), 918-935.

Part of a special issue on current violence against women issues in Canada, from the perspectives of profeminist men. The writers examine the role of profeminist men in dealing with the abuse of women on Canadian college campuses. They reveal that stopping woman abuse on the North American college campus has not been very successful to date. They assert that programs initiated by many campuses have not worked very well, in part because they rely on women to police the actions of men and in part because so few men come under formal social control that most offenders know that they can get away with their behavior. They suggest ways in which profeminist men can begin to tilt the balance against male aggression, including by shaming bullies or those who are abusive, working with them, protesting against pornography, and becoming involved with education programs and/or support groups.

Forbes, G., & Adams-Curtis, L. (2001). Experiences with sexual coercion in college males and females: role of family conflict, sexist attitudes, acceptance of rape myths, self-esteem, and the big-five personality factors. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 16(9), 865-889.

The contributions of aggression in family of origin, acceptance of rape myths, sexist attitudes, the Big-Five personality factors, and self-esteem to the experience of sexual coercion or aggression were studied in a homogeneous sample of young college students. Significant relationships were found between aggression in the family of origin and experience with sexual coercion for both males and females. Stepwise multiple regression indicated that personality and attitude measures, including acceptance of rape myths, were not related to sexual aggression in males. A similar analysis for females found small relationships between extroversion and childhood self-esteem and experience with sexual aggression. The implications of these results are discussed.

Koikari, M., & Hippensteele, S. (2000). Negotiating feminist survival: gender, race, and power in academe: establishment of an advocacy office for victims of sexual harassment at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. Violence Against Women, 6(11), 1269-1296.

The writers examine the role that "in-house" victim advocates have played in the battle to stem violence against women on college campuses. They utilize a case study model to place the analysis of feminist strategies in higher education within a broader, historical context of second-wave feminist movements and negotiations between grassroots protest movements and institutional powers. They investigate the new opportunities that the campus feminist movement has created for women. They assess how the new movement falls short of its original goals and suggest the use of "feminist survival strategies" in the post-second wave U.S. context.

Spencer, G., & Bryant, S. (2000). University students' dating violence behaviors. Journal of the New York State Nurses Association, 31(2), 15-20.

One in three college students has either experienced or been the initiator of violence in dating relationships. Violence perpetuated by an intimate partner is one of the most underreported 
crimes on campuses; thus, the estimates of dating violence vary greatly. This study examined the use of violence by students in their present dating relationships at a public university in upstate New York. The Conflict Tactic Scale, developed by Strauss (1979), was used to measure students' behaviors. Thirty-seven percent of students engaged in the use of violence in a dating relationship in the past 12 months. A greater number of male respondents indicated use of very severe violence and sexual violence than did female respondents. Students who were freshmen and sophomores were more likely to participate in minor violence and very severe violence than junior and senior students. These findings suggest that certain segments of the university student community need to be targeted for educational programs addressing conflict resolution and sexual aggression.

Wilson, A., Calhoun, K., & McNair, L. (2002). Alcohol consumption and expectancies among sexually coercive college men. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 17(11), 1145-1159.

This study investigated the relationship between college men's self-reported histories of coercive sexual behavior, alcohol consumption, and alcohol expectancies regarding sexual behaviors. Hypotheses were (a) history of sexually coercive behavior would be associated with more alcohol consumption, (b) sexually coercive men would hold greater alcohol expectancies for sexual behaviors, and (c) alcohol expectancies would moderate the relationship between alcohol consumption and sexual coercion. In addition, the authors hypothesized that alcohol expectancies would vary as a function of the method of sexual coercion used, such that men reporting that they had sexually coerced a woman by giving her alcohol would hold greater alcohol expectancies than would coercive men who used other methods. Results supported the first three hypotheses. However, men who used alcohol as a means of coercion did not hold significantly greater alcohol expectancies than did coercive men who used other means.

Suicide and College

Barrios, L., Everett, S., Simon, T., & Brener, N. (2000). Suicide ideation among US college students. Journal of American College Health, 48(5), 229.

Suicide, the endpoint of a continuum that begins with suicide ideation, is the third leading cause of death among the US college-aged population. The first and second leading causes of death among this age group, unintentional injury and homicide, may also be linked to suicide ideation. We used data from the National College Health Risk Behavior Survey to examine the association between suicide ideation and injury-related behaviors among 18- to 24-year-old college students. Students who reported suicide ideation were significantly more likely than students who did not report considering suicide to carry a weapon, engage in a physical fight, boat or swim after drinking alcohol, ride with a driver who had been drinking alcohol, drive after drinking alcohol, and rarely or never used seat belts. Given this clustering of injury-related risk behaviors, college prevention programs should aim to reduce risks for injuries comprehensively, rather than addressing each risk behavior separately.

Beulow, G., & Range, L. (2001). No-suicide contracts among college students. Death Studies, 25(7), 583-592.

A study was conducted to examine the use of no-suicide contracts among college students. Data were drawn from 112 students who were exposed to three such contracts that differed in length. Findings revealed that the most detailed contract was rated best overall, regardless of gender, ethnicity, history of counseling, or prior suicidal ideation by participants. It is concluded that a specific and detailed no-suicide contract is the best for college students.

Bridgeland, W., Duane, E., & Stewart, C. (2001). Victimiation and attempted suicide among college students. College Student Journal, 35(1), 63.

This research focused on the relationship of memories of childhood physical and sexual abuse, rape and attempted suicide. Two samples (1992, n=958 and 1998, n=1520) of college undergraduates were compared by use of similar questionnaires. Both childhood physical and sexual abuse significantly correlate with attempted suicide in both study years. Similarly, rape (victim and perpetrator) also associates with suicide attempts. These findings of child abuse and later suicide attempts are consistent with some past research efforts. The finding of an association between rape and attempted suicide has bee little studied and merits further investigation.   

Eshun, S. (2000). Role of gender and rumination in suicide ideation: a comparison of college samples from Ghana and the United States. Cross-Cultural Research, 34(3), 250(214).

The role of ruminating coping and gender as potential moderators of cultural differences in suicide ideation among 194 college students from Ghana and the United States were studied. Participants completed the Adult Suicidal Ideation Questionnaire and the Rumination scale of the Response Style Questionnaire. Significant main effects for cultural group and gender were found for suicide ideation. Furthermore, gender and rumination together accounted for significant portions of the variance in suicide ideation scores. Implications for future research are discussed. 

Furr, S., McConnell, G., Westefeld, J., & Jenkins, J. M. (2001). Suicide and Depression Among College Students: A Decade Later. Professional Psychology, Research and Practice, 32(1), 97.

Are suicidal thoughts and depression increasing or decreasing among college students? What life circumstances are the most critical to explore with depressed or suicidal college students? This article focuses on the rate of self-assessed depression and suicide among college students and examines contributing factors and help-seeking behavior. Results of our study indicated that 53% of the sample stated that they experienced depression since beginning college, with 9% reporting that they had considered committing suicide since beginning college. Suggestions for college mental health practitioners related to programming, prevention, and psychoeducation are described.

Garcia, J., Adams, J., Friedman, L., & East, P. (2002). Links between past abuse, suicide ideation, and sexual orientation among San Diego College students. Journal of American College Health, 51(1), 9(6).

The authors explored relationships among childhood abuse, suicidal ideation, and sexual orientation of 18- to 30-year-old students enrolled in 2 San Diego area colleges, using responses from anonymous questionnaires. Sixty percent of the 138 eligible respondents were women, and 22% were self-identified gay/bisexual individuals. Women were more likely than men to report at least I form of emotional abuse (odds ratio [OR] = 2.3; p = .02) and unwanted sexual touching (OR = 4.3: p = .0004). Lesbian/bisexual women were significantly more likely to report past suicidal ideation than were heterosexual women (OR = 3.7, p = .03). Gay/bisexual men were more likely to report unwanted sexual touching than were heterosexual men (OR = 5.1, p = .04), but the men did not report significantly higher rates of past suicide ideation or suicide attempts. Sexual orientation and a past history of child sexual, physical, and emotional abuse could be compounding risk factors for suicidal ideation among college students.

Gutierrez, P., Osman, A., Kopper, B., Barrios, F., & Bagge, C. (2000). Suicide Risk Assessment in a College Student Population. Journal of Counseling Psychology, 47(4), 403.

A group of 211 students at a midwestern university completed the Suicidal Behaviors Questionnaire (M. M. Linehan & S. L. Nielsen, 1981), Adult Suicidal Ideation Questionnaire (W. M. Reynolds, 1991a), Multi-Attitude Suicide Tendency Scale (I. Orbach et al., 1991), Beck Helplessness Scale (A. T. Beck, A. Weissman, D. Lester, & L. Trexler, 1974), and the Reasons for Living Inventory (M. M. Linehan, L. J. Goodstein, S. L. Nielsen, & J. A. Chiles, 1983) to determine if this group of commonly used self-report measures can distinguish between individuals with high and low levels of suicidal ideation and history of self-harmful behaviors. Exploratory principal-axis factor analysis resulted in an interpretable 2-factor solution accounting for 36.2% of the variance in suicidality. Support for convergent validity of the chosen measures was also found. It appears that rapid, accurate assessment of university student suicide risk is possible. Implications for reduction of suicide risk in this segment of the population are discussed.

Mueller, M., & Waas, G. (2002). College student's perception of suicide: the role of empathy on attitudes, evaluation, and responsiveness. Death Studies, 26(4), 325(318).

A total of 334 college-age students (18-19 years) participated in a study investigating the role of empathy in perceptions of and responsiveness toward a hypothetical friend exhibiting symptoms associated with suicidal risk. High- empathy participants viewed both affective and behavioral characteristics associated with suicide risk as more serious, and they were more likely to provide direct assistance and talk with the troubled peer. Gender of participant and type of symptom displayed also emerged as important factors in participants’ evaluations. These findings underscore the importance of considering social-cognitive factors that may influence perceptions of at-risk behaviors. The implications of these findings for the development of primary prevention intervention efforts are discussed. 

Pollinger Haas, A., Hendin, H., & Mann, J. (2003). Suicide in college students. American Behavioral Scientist, 46(9), 1224.

Despite substantial attention to the problem of suicide among college students over the past several decades, reports on the extent of the problem have been largely inconclusive. This article reviews the findings of major studies of college suicide, noting how variations in campus and student characteristics, as well as inconsistencies in the way student suicides are defined and measured, have limited comparison of conclusions. Current evidence is reviewed that points to significant mental health problems on college campuses and suggests the need for outreach programs to identify students at risk for suicide and encourage them into treatment. One such program under development by the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention is described in detail. Problems related to its implementation are identified and discussed, notably the reluctance of many university officials to know the actual identities of suicidal students.

Thakkar, R., Gutierrez, P., Kuczen, C., & McCanne, T. (2000). History of physical and/or sexual abuse and current suicidality in college women. Child Abuse and Neglect, 24(10), 1345(1310).

Objective: The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between a history of physical and/or sexual abuse and current suicidality in college-age women. It was hypothesized that abuse history would significantly predict level of suicidality. A secondary hypothesis was that abuse status would predict attitudes about life and death. Method: Female college students (n = 707) were screened for histories of childhood (before age 15) and adulthood (after age 15) contact sexual abuse and physical abuse sequelae. Ninety-five women reported a history of childhood sexual abuse, 116 adult sexual abuse, 104 child physical abuse, and 55 adult physical abuse. Participants completed measures of attitudes about life and death and current suicidal ideation. Results: Child physical abuse and child sexual abuse accounted for variance in current suicidal ideation. Adult sexual abuse explained variance in positive attitudes about life. Adult physical abuse, adult sexual abuse, and child sexual abuse accounted for variance in negative attitudes about life. Finally, child sexual abuse and adult sexual abuse accounted for variance in fear of death. 

Conclusions: Detailed assessment of female college students' abuse histories should facilitate understanding of their level of suicide risk. Patterns of attitudes about life and death may also be informative.

Mental Health and College

Creasey, G. (2002). Psychological distress in college-aged women: Links with unresolved/preoccupied attachment status and the mediating role of negative mood regulation expectancies. Attachment & Human Development, 4(3), 261-277.

In the present study, associations between state of mind regarding attachment, expectancies for negative mood regulation (NMR), and the frequency of psychological problems were specified in 104 young women (mean age 19.9 yrs) involved in a collegiate setting. State of mind regarding attachment was assessed using the Adult Attachment Interview (C. George et al, 1996), while NMR expectancies and psychological health were measured via self-report instruments. The results supported the study hypotheses. As predicted, preoccupied women displayed less confidence in NMR and reported more psychological problems than secure and dismissing women. Similar findings were documented when contrasting unresolved/insecure and unresolved/secure women. NMR expectancies mediated relations between state of mind regarding attachment and psychological health. The study results have implications for attachment research and interventions with young adult women involved in collegiate settings. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)

Duncan, L. (2003). Black male college students' attitudes toward seeking psychological help. Journal of Black Psychology, 29(1), 68-86.

Examined the relationships between age, socioeconomic status (SES), cultural mistrust, African self-consciousness, and attitude about seeking psychological help in 131 Black male undergraduate and graduate students as measured by the A. B. Hollingshead Social Status Index, Cultural Mistrust Inventory (CMI), African Self-Consciousness scale (ASC), and Attitude Toward Seeking Professional Psychological Help scale (ATSPPH). Pearson r correlations indicated small magnitude, statistically significant correlations between age and ATSPPH (.19) and SES and ATSPPH (-.22) and nonsignificant correlations between ASC and ATSPPH (-.10) and CMI and ATSPPH (-.14). Simultaneous multiple regression analysis with age, SES, CMI, and ASC as predictor variables and ATSPPH as criterion identified age and SES as the significant unique predictors. Findings indicated older, lower SES, Black, male students with lower CMI tended to have more positive attitudes toward seeking professional psychological help. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2003 APA, all rights reserved)

Gratz, K., Conrad, S., & Roemer, L. (2002). Risk Factors for Deliberate Self-Harm Among College Students. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 72(1), 128-140.

This self-report study examined the risk factors for deliberate self-harm among college students. Results indicated that insecure attachment, childhood separation, emotional neglect, sexual abuse, and dissociation were significant predictors of self-harm. Substantial gender differences in the risk factors for self-harm behavior were also revealed. Suggestions for future research are provided. 

Stanley, N., & Manthorpe, J. (2001). Responding to students' mental health needs: impermeable systems and diverse users. Journal of Mental Health, 10(1), 41-52.

Mental health problems in the student population have given rise to increasing public concern. This article explores recent changes in the characteristics and experience of the student population and identifies some factors that may increase students' vulnerability to mental health problems. The findings of a research study that examined the experiences of university staff in supporting students with mental health problems are presented and their use of support services both within and outside the university is discussed. Patterns of communication between the higher education institution and community mental health services are considered in relation to the way in which the student role and the student's relationship to the institution is conceptualized.

Stone, G., Vespia, K., & Kanz, J. (2000). How good is mental health care on college campuses? Journal of Counseling Psychology, 47(4), 498-510.

A national sample of counseling center (CC) directors participated in a survey concerning their centers' policies and practices as a way of assessing the validity of M. S. Chisolm's (1998) criticisms of mental health care on college campuses and opening a discussion about the future of such services. Participants completed either a traditional or an electronic (E-mail) survey. On the basis of responses from 114 CCs and clinical forms submitted by 81 CCs, results provided support for a traditional mail survey, differences between large and small institutions, and a lack of support for M. S. Chisolm's criticisms of campus mental health care. Recommendations for campus mental health services are provided.

� As of 2001, the methodology for completing the literature review has focused on 32 journals in which had been previously identified as publishing the majority of relevant AODV articles. 
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