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Introduction

The Higher Education Center for Alcohol and Other Drug Prevention (the Center), in keeping with its present agreement with the U.S. Department of Education, performs a periodic literature search in order to gather and make available information that supports environmental strategies (Subtask 1.4). 

 The literature search is designed to capture literature relevant to the Center’s work including identifying promising campus-based alcohol, other drug, and violence (AODV) prevention programs or strategies for inclusion in Center activities and materials.  It also includes a broader literature relevant to AOD theory, use and prevention. This report describes the methodology used for the literature search and includes an annotated bibliography of relevant articles. 

Methodology

In support of this task, the Center instituted a periodic literature search, designed to locate articles published from January 2002 through June 2002. 
In 2001, 27 journals were identified as the journals most likely to produce research articles relevant to the Center’s work. These journals were the primary source for the articles contained here.  The literature search was conducted by searching the tables of content of the 27 journals, as well as 5 other journals subscribed to by the Center (listed below). 
Keyword database searches were also conducted to supplement relevant articles not found in the 27 journals previously identified. The list of keywords included college, alcohol, violence, evaluation, environmental strategy, MDMA, ecstasy and other keywords that fit within the framework of the research. Databases used for the search included the following:

· ERIC

· Health Reference Center Academic

· PsycInfo

· Medline

Selected articles were copied, from journal research and keyword research, and citations entered into the Center’s library database and posted on the Center’s Web site. 

Journals  
Addiction

Addictive Behaviors

Alcohol Research and Health (formerly Alcohol Health and Research World)

American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse

American Journal of Public Health 

American Journal on Addictions

Contemporary Drug Problems

Drug and Alcohol Dependence

Evaluation Review

International Journal of the Addictions

Journal of Abnormal Psychology

Journal of Alcohol and Drug Education

Journal of American College Health 

Journal of Applied Social Psychology

Journal of Applied Social Research

Journal of College Student Development

Journal of Community Health

Journal of Community Psychology

Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology

Journal of Drug Education

Journal of Drug Issues

Journal of Interpersonal Violence

Journal of Public Health Policy

Journal of Studies on Alcohol 

Journal of Substance Abuse

Journal of Substance Abuse and Treatment

NASPA Journal

Preventive Medicine

Psychology of Addictive Behaviors

Public Health Reports

Sex Roles

Substance Use and Misuse

Results
The identified literature was sorted into the following categories: 

Category





Page

Special Issue





      3


AOD College





      8

AOD Non-College 




    15

AOD and Violence




    28
AOD Review Articles




    30
AOD Environmental Strategy



    31
Policy and Community Change


    32
Evaluation





    34
Editorial & Commentary



    35


Special Issue

Journal of Studies on Alcohol, (2002) 63(2) College Drinking Issue

Abbey, A. (2002). Alcohol-related sexual assault: A common problem among college students. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 118-128.

Objective: This article summarizes research on the role of alcohol in college students' sexual assault experiences. Sexual assault is extremely common among college students. At least half of these sexual assaults involve alcohol consumption by the perpetrator, the victim or both. Methods: Two research literatures were reviewed: the sexual assault literature and the literature that examines alcohol's effects on aggressive and sexual behavior. Results: Research suggests that alcohol consumption by the perpetrator and/or the victim increases the likelihood of acquaintance sexual assault occurring through multiple pathways. Alcohol's psychological, cognitive and motor effects contribute to sexual assault. Conclusions: Although existing research addresses some important questions, there are many gaps. Methodological limitations of past research are noted, and suggestions are made for future research. In addition, recommendations are made for college prevention programs and policy initiatives.

Baer, J. S. (2002). Student factors: Understanding individual variation in college drinking. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 40-53.

Objective: Research on individual differences in drinking rates and associated problems among college students is reviewed. Method: Studies are included if completed within U.S. college and university samples and found in published scientific literature as identified by several searches of national databases. Results: The resulting review suggests first that the extant literature is large and varied in quality, as most studies use questionnaire responses from samples of convenience in cross-sectional designs. Evidence from studies of college samples does consistently suggest that alcohol is consumed for several different purposes for different psychological effects in different contexts. A pattern of impulsivity/sensation seeking is strongly related to increased drinking among students. This pattern is supported by research into personality, drinking motives, alcohol expectancies and drinking contexts. A second pattern of drinking associated with negative emotional states is also documented. Some long-term consequences of this second pattern have been described. Social processes appear especially important for drinking in many college venues and may contribute to individual differences in drinking more than enduring personality differences. Conclusions: Future research efforts should test interactive and mediating models of multiple risk factors and address developmental processes.

Cooper, M. L. (2002). Alcohol use and risky sexual behavior among college students and youth: Evaluating the evidence. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 101-117.

Objective: To evaluate the empirical associations between alcohol use and risky sex at two levels of analysis. Global associations test whether individuals who engage in one behavior are more likely to engage in the other, whereas event-specific associations test whether the likelihood of engaging in one behavior on a given occasion varies as a function of engaging in the other on that same occasion. Method: Studies examining the association between drinking and risky sex in samples of college students and youth were reviewed. Those published in the past 10 years and using event-level methodology or random sampling were emphasized. Results: Findings were generally consistent across levels of analysis, but differed across types of risky behaviors. Drinking was strongly related to the decision to have sex and to indiscriminate forms of risky sex (e.g., having multiple or casual sex partners), but was inconsistently related to protective behaviors (e.g., condom use). Moreover, the links among alcohol use, the decision to have sex and indiscriminate behaviors were found in both between-persons and within-persons analyses, suggesting that these relationships cannot be adequately explained by stable individual differences between people who do and do not drink. Analysis of event characteristics showed that drinking was more strongly associated with decreased protective behaviors among younger individuals, on first intercourse experiences and for events that occurred on average longer ago. Conclusions: Future efforts aimed at reducing alcohol use in potentially sexual situations may decrease some forms of risky sex, but are less likely to affect protective behaviors directly.

DeJong, W., & Langford, L. M. (2002). A typology for campus-based alcohol prevention: Moving toward environmental management strategies. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 140-147.

Objective: This article outlines a typology of programs and policies for preventing and treating campus-based alcohol-related problems, reviews recent case studies showing the promise of campus-based environmental management strategies and reports findings from a national survey of U.S. colleges and universities about available resources for pursuing environmentally focused prevention. Method: The typology is grounded in a social ecological framework, which recognizes that health-related behaviors are affected through multiple levels of influence: intrapersonal (individual) factors, interpersonal (group) processes, institutional factors, community factors and public policy. The survey on prevention resources and activities was mailed to senior administrators responsible for their school's institutional response to substance use problems. The study sample was an equal probability sample of 365 2- and 4-year U.S. campuses. The response rate was 76.9%. Results: Recent case studies suggest the value of environmentally focused alcohol prevention approaches on campus, but more rigorous research is needed to establish their effectiveness. The administrators' survey showed that most U.S. colleges have not yet installed the basic infrastructure required for developing, implementing and evaluating environmental management strategies. Conclusions: The typology of campus-based prevention options can be used to categorize current efforts and to inform strategic planning of multilevel interventions. Additional colleges and universities should establish a permanent campus task force that reports directly to the president, participate actively in a campus-community coalition that seeks to change the availability of alcohol in the local community and join a state-level association that speaks out on state and federal policy issues.

Dowdall, G. W., & Wechsler, H. (2002). Studying college alcohol use: Widening the lens, sharpening the focus. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 14-22.

Objective: The study was designed to assess current trends in studying, and emerging approaches to furthering understanding of, college drinking. Method: A literature review was conducted of findings and methods highlighting conceptual and methodological issues that need to be addressed. Results: Most studies address clinical, developmental and psychological variables and are conducted at single points in time on single campuses. Factors affecting college alcohol use and methods of studying them are discussed. Conclusions: Most current studies of college drinking do not address the influence of the college and its alcohol environment. Our understanding of college drinking can be improved by expanding the scope of issues studied and choosing appropriate research designs.

Giancola, P. (2002). Alcohol-related aggression during the college years: Theories, risk factors and policy implications. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 129-139.

Objective: The purpose of this article is to present an overview of the research literature on alcohol-related aggression with a focus on college students. Method: Data from both survey studies and experimental laboratory investigations conducted on college students are reviewed. Various methodological approaches to studying the alcohol-aggression relation, and their associated limitations, are then presented and discussed. Results: The literature indicates that alcohol consumption facilitates aggressive behavior and increases the risk of being the victim of a violent act, particularly in heavy drinkers. Results from these studies are then placed into a context by reviewing 12 influential theories of aggression and alcohol-related aggression. On the basis of these theories and empirical data, a preliminary risk profile is presented to help identify which factors are likely to be important in predicting who will and who will not become aggressive after drinking alcohol. Conclusions: Although much research is still needed to elucidate the intricate causes of alcohol-related aggression, current prevention efforts might focus on modifying key risk factors such as poor cognitive functioning and inaccurate expectations about the effects of alcohol. Other prevention efforts directed specifically at college students might focus on helping them to identify risky situations that might facilitate the expression of intoxicated aggression.

O'Malley, P. M., & Johnston, L. D. (2002). Epidemiology of alcohol and other drug use among American college students. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 23-39.

Objective: This article provides information on the extent of alcohol use and other drug use among American college students. Method: Five different sources of data are examined for estimating recent levels of alcohol (and other drug) use among college students: Harvard School of Public Health College Alcohol Study (CAS), the Core Institute (CORE), Monitoring the Future (MTF), National College Health Risk Behavior Survey (NCHRBS) and National Household Survey on Drug Abuse (NHSDA). Results: Alcohol use rates are very high among college students. Approximately two of five American college students were heavy drinkers, defined as having had five or more drinks in a row in the past 2 weeks. Alcohol use is higher among male than female students. White students are highest in heavy drinking, black students are lowest and Hispanic students are intermediate. Use of alcohol--but not cigarettes, marijuana and cocaine--is higher among college students than among noncollege age-mates. Longitudinal data show that, while in high school, students who go on to attend college have lower rates of heavy drinking than do those who will not attend college. Both groups increase their heavy drinking after high school graduation, but the college students increase distinctly more and actually surpass their nonstudent age-mates. Trend data from 1980 to 1999 show some slight improvement in recent years. Conclusions: Despite improvements in the past 20 years, colleges need to do more to reduce heavy alcohol use among students.

Perkins, H. W. (2002). Surveying the damage: A review of research on consequences of alcohol misuse in college populations. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 91-100.

This article provides a review and synthesis of professional research literature on the types, extent and patterns of negative consequences produced by students' misuse of alcohol in college populations based on survey research conducted during the last two decades. Considerable evidence is available documenting a wide range of damage by some students' drinking done to themselves as well as to other individuals, although some types of consequences remain speculative. Damage and costs to institutions are likely to be substantial, but this claim remains largely an inference based on current studies. Drinking by males compared with that of females produces more consequences for self and others that involve public deviance, whereas females' drinking contributes equally with males to consequences that are personal and relatively private. Research on racial/ethnic background, time trends and developmental stages reveals patterns in student data on consequences of drinking, but these data are very limited in the literature. Evidence suggests there is only a modest correlation between students' self-perception of having a drinking problem and the many negative consequences of drinking that are reported.

Presley, C. A., Meilman, P. W., & Leichliter, J. S. (2002). College factors that influence drinking. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 82-90.

Objective: The purpose of this article is to examine the aspects of collegiate environments, rather than student characteristics, that influence drinking. Unfortunately, the existing literature is scant on this topic. Method: A literature review of articles primarily published within the last 10 years, along with some earlier "landmark" studies of collegiate drinking in the United States, was conducted to determine institutional factors that influence the consumption of alcohol. In addition, a demonstration analysis of Core Alcohol and Drug Survey research findings was conducted to further elucidate the issues. Results: Several factors have been shown to relate to drinking: (1) organizational property variables of campuses, including affiliations (historically black institutions, women's institutions), presence of a Greek system, athletics and 2- or 4-year designation; (2) physical and behavioral property variables of campuses, including type of residence, institution size, location and quantity of heavy episodic drinking; and (3) campus community property variables, including pricing and availability and outlet density. Studies, however, tend to look at individual variables one at a time rather than in combination (multivariate analyses). Some new analyses, using Core Alcohol and Drug Survey data sets, are presented as examples of promising approaches to future research. Conclusions: Given the complexities of campus environments, it continues to be a challenge to the field to firmly establish the most compelling institutional and environmental factors relating to high-risk collegiate drinking.

Schulenberg, J. E., & Maggs, J. L. (2002). A developmental perspective on alcohol use and heavy drinking during adolescence and the transition to young adulthood. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 54-70.

Objective: This article offers a developmental perspective on college drinking by focusing on broad developmental themes during adolescence and the transition to young adulthood. Method: A literature review was conducted. Results: The transition to college involves major individual and contextual change in every domain of life; at the same time, heavy drinking and associated problems increase during this transition. A developmental contextual perspective encourages the examination of alcohol use and heavy drinking in relation to normative developmental tasks and transitions and in the context of students' changing lives, focusing on interindividual variation in the course and consequences of drinking and on a wide range of proximal and distal influences. Links between developmental transitions and alcohol use and other health risks are discussed in light of five conceptual models: Overload, Developmental Mismatch, Increased Heterogeneity, Transition Catalyst and Heightened Vulnerability to Chance Events. We review normative developmental transitions of adolescence and young adulthood, focusing on the domains of physical and cognitive development, identity, affiliation and achievement. Conclusions: As shown in a selective review of empirical studies, these transitions offer important vantage points for examining increasing (and decreasing) alcohol and other drug use during adolescence and young adulthood. We conclude with a consideration of research and intervention implications.

Spear, L. P. (2002). The adolescent brain and the college drinker: Biological basis of propensity to use and misuse alcohol. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(2), 71-81.

Objective: This article reviews the literature on adolescent brain development and considers the impact of these neural alterations on the propensity to use and misuse alcohol. Method: Neural, behavioral and hormonal characteristics of adolescents across a variety of species were examined, along with a review of the ontogeny of ethanol responsiveness, tolerance development and stress/alcohol interactions. Results: The adolescent brain is a brain in transition. Prominent among the brain regions undergoing developmental change during adolescence in a variety of species are the prefrontal cortex and other forebrain dopamine projection regions, stressor-sensitive areas that form part of the neural circuitry modulating the motivational value of alcohol and other reinforcing stimuli. Along with these characteristic brain features, adolescents also exhibit increased stressor responsivity and an altered sensitivity to a variety of ethanol effects. Findings are mixed to date as to whether exposure to ethanol during this time of rapid brain development alters neurocognitive function and later propensity for problematic ethanol use. Conclusions: Developmental transformations of the adolescent brain may have been evolutionarily advantageous in promoting behavioral adaptations to avoid inbreeding and to facilitate the transition to independence. These brain transformations may also alter sensitivity of adolescents to a number of alcohol effects, leading perhaps in some cases to higher intakes to attain reinforcing effects. These features of the adolescent brain may also increase the sensitivity of adolescents to stressors, further escalating their propensity to initiate alcohol use. Additional investigations are needed to resolve whether ethanol use during adolescence disrupts maturational processes in ethanol-sensitive brain regions.

AOD College

Ashmore, R. D., Del Boca, F. K., & Beebe, M. (2002). "Alkie," "frat brother," and "jock": Perceived types of college students and stereotypes about drinking. Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 32(5), 885-908.

Two studies assessed perceived types of college students and associated stereotypes about drinking. In the first study, 64 university students responded to an open-ended probe asking them to list types of college students and then rated the amount of drinking done by each of a set of preselected types. In the second study, 236 students responded to the same open-ended item and directly rated a set of types that had been revised based on Study 1 in terms of drinking and involvement in the academic and sociosexual collegiate subcultures. As hypothesized, consensual responses to the open-ended probe reflected the college student culture. Also as hypothesized, types of students socially defined in terms of the sociosexual aspects of college (e.g., "fraternity boy") were rated as likely to drink heavily, whereas types that were seen as being pulled away from college social life, through assumed involvement in academics (e.g., "brain/straight As"), were rated as drinking relatively little. Finally, rated sociosexual involvement was positively correlated, and academic involvement was negatively correlated, with perceived drinking, which supports a central assumption of the framework guiding the research.

Chritiansen, M., Vik, P., & Jarchow, A. (2002). College student heavy drinking in social contexts versus alone. Addictive Behaviors, 27(3), 393-404.

Heavy drinking is common among college students and typically occurs in social contexts.  Heavy drinking when alone, however, is less common.  The present study hypothesized that students who drink heavily when alone (HD-Alone) would differ from college students who only drink heavily in social contexts (Social-HD). Forty-nine HD-Alone students (at least one heavy-drinking episode when alone), 213 Social HDs, and 63 non-heavy drinkers (Non-HDs) were compared on alcohol-related consequences, drinking milestones, alcohol -outcome expectancies, and symptoms of depression.  HD-Alone students reported more negative drinking consequences, earlier onset or regular drinking, more alcohol expectancies, less self-efficacy and motivation to reduce drinking, and higher depression scores that Social HDs and Non HDs. Findings imply individual differences among heavy-drinking college students according to their drinking context.

Cressler, S. O. M., J. Marlatt, G.A. Miller, E.T. Neal, D.J. Roberts, L.J. Baer, J.S. (2002). Test-retest reliability of alcohol measures: Is there a difference between internet-based assessment and traditional methods? Psychology of Addictive Behaviors, 16(1), 56-63.

This study compared Web-based assessment techniques with traditional paper-based methods of commonly used measures of alcohol use.  Test-retest reliabilities were obtained, and tests of validity were conducted.  A total of 255 participants were randomly assigned to 1 of 3 conditions: paper-based (P&P), Web-based (Web), or Web-based with interruption (Web-I).  Follow- up assessments 1 week later indicated reliabilities ranging from .59 to .93within all measures and across all assessment methods.  Significantly high test-retest reliability coefficients support the use of these measures for research and clinical applications.  Furthermore, no significant differences were found between assessment techniques, suggesting that Web-based methods are a suitable alternative to more traditional methods.  This cost-efficient alternative has the advantage of minimizing data collection and entry errors while increasing survey accessibility.

Czurchry, M., Sia, T. L., & Dansereau, D. F. (2002). Preventing alcohol abuse: An examination of the "downward spiral" game and educational videos. Journal of Drug Education, 29(4).

Downward Spiral is a board game developed by the authors to illustrate the dangers of continued substance abuse. Previous work has found that college students and probationers find the game interesting, enjoyable, useful, and realistic [1]. In the current study, college students either played Downward Spiral, watched educational videos on substance abuse, or completed a set of questionnaires unrelated to alcohol and drug abuse. Those students who either played the game or watched the videos rated both as beneficial. However, students who watched videos had somewhat higher levels of consumer satisfaction. Students who played the game rated it as smoother, and they felt more positive following the session than students who watched videos. Both videos and the game increased students’ intentions to limit alcohol consumption compared to students who served as controls. Individuals in the game group also indicated significantly greater intentions to change their alcohol behavior than those in the other groups.

Harford, T. C., Wechsler, H., & Muthen, B. O. (2002). The impact of current residence and high school drinking on alcohol problems among college students. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(3), 271-279.

Objective: This study examines relationships between type of (current) residence, heavy episodic drinking in high school and alcohol-related problems among college students. Method: The study participants were respondents in the 1993, 1997 and 1999 Harvard School of Public Health College Alcohol Study (CAS) surveys of students attending 119 4-year U.S. colleges. Based on responses from 6,525 (55.6% female) students in the 1993 CAS, an exploratory factor analysis of the alcohol problem items was specified in a confirmatory factor analysis framework based on a four-factor solution, and related to study variables. The 1993 data were cross-validated with the 1997 and 1999 surveys. Results: When compared with students living in single-gender dormitories, students living off campus with parents reported lower alcohol-related problem consequences and a higher probability of drinking/driving. Students residing off campus without parents, compared with students in single-gender dorms, reported a higher probability of drinking/driving. Associations between off-campus residence and probabilities for drinking/driving were mediated by frequency of driving. Students living in coed dormitories, when compared with students in single-gender dorms, incurred more problem consequences related to drinking but reported significantly lower probabilities associated with designated driving and drinking/driving. Heavy episodic drinking in high school was related to higher probabilities of problems on all outcome measures. Conclusions: The presence of direct and independent effects for both heavy drinking prior to college and high-risk environmental factors in collegiate drinking practices support targeted and diverse strategies for prevention activities.

Johnson, T. J. (2002). College students' self-reported reasons for why drinking games end. Addictive Behaviors, 27(1), 145-153.

Previous research has noted that drinking game participation is associated with increased risk of negative alcohol-related consequences.  The current study examined the reasons that students give for how drinking games end and/or why students elect to quit playing.  Both men and women identified other people quitting and deciding that they have had enough to drink as the most important single item reasons for quitting play.  Principal components analysis using a list of 20 reasons identified six factors, four of which contained overlapping items: Conformity/Boredom; Interpersonal Competition; Sexual Contact; Excessive Consumption; Interpersonal Conflict; and External Circumstances.  The factors correlated in a theoretically meaningful fashion with measures of alcohol consumption and consequences and personality.  Conformity/Boredom reasons and External Circumstances reasons were least associated with negative alcohol-related consequences.  Many students apparently play until they get too sick to continue.  Understanding how games end may offer clues to designing skills training or other prevention interventions to reduce harm associated with drinking games.

Knee, C. R., & Neighbors, C. (2002). Self-determination, perception of peer pressure, and drinking among college students. Journal of Applied Social Psychology, 32(3), 522-543.

Based on self-determination theory (Deci & Ryan, 1985b), the present research tested a model that incorporated motivational orientation, extrinsic reasons for drinking, and perceptions of peer pressure as predictors of drinking among college students.   In a sample of undergraduates, support was found for a path model in which global motivation predicted extrinsic reasons for drinking, which predicted perceptions, which in turn predicted alcohol consumption.  In addition, the relation between peer pressure and drinking was stronger for those who were oriented toward feeling controlled.  Support was found for a similar model in a sample of fraternity students.  Results support previous research on self-determination and health.

Knight, J. R. W., H. Meichum, K. Seibring, M. Weitzman, E.R. Schukit, M.A. (2002). Alcohol abuse and dependence among U.S. college students. Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 63(3), 263-270.

Objective: To estimate the prevalence of alcohol abuse and dependence among U.S. college students, and to identify characteristics associated with these diagnoses. Method: More than 14,000 students at 119 4-year U.S. colleges completed a questionnaire that included items corresponding to DSM-IV diagnostic criteria for alcohol abuse and dependence. Frequencies were computed, and correlations used to identify demographic, drinking and other variables associated with these diagnoses. Results: 31% percent of students endorsed criteria for an alcohol abuse diagnosis and 6% for a dependence diagnosis in the past 12 months. More than two of every five students reported at least one symptom of abuse or dependence. Students who were heavy episodic drinkers were more likely than those who were not to have an alcohol disorder. Students who were frequent heavy episodic drinkers had 13 times greater odds for abuse and 19 times greater odds for dependence. One of every five heavy episodic drinkers was classified with dependence. Few reported seeking treatment since coming to college. Students from heavy drinking college environments were more likely to have abuse and dependence diagnoses. Conclusions: Many college students report behaviors and symptoms that meet the diagnostic standard for alcohol abuse or dependence. In addition to strengthening prevention programs, colleges should implement new strategies for screening and early identification of high risk student drinkers and ensure that treatment is readily available for those with alcohol disorders.

Miller, B. E., Miller, M. N., Verhegge, R., Linville, H. H., & Pumariega, A. J. (2002). Alcohol misuse among college athletes: Self-medication for psychiatric symptoms? Journal of Drug Education, 32(1), 41-52.

A collegiate athlete population was surveyed for alcohol abuse as well as self-reported depression, anxiety, and other psychiatric symptoms.  This study revealed that in a group of 262 athletes there were 21 percent who reported high alcohol use and problems associated with its use.  Significant correlations were found between reported alcohol abuse and self-reported symptoms of depression and general psychiatric symptoms.  Subjects with positive depression and psychiatric symptom ratings in the "severe" range had a significantly higher rate of alcohol abuse than subjects who had low depression and low or mild symptom ratings.  Conversely, subjects reporting higher rates of alcohol misuse had more psychiatric symptoms.  These findings suggest a possible casual link between psychopathology and serious alcohol abuse among college athletes.  They also point to the need for routine depression and anxiety screening in college students who are typically beginning a significant exposure to alcohol.

Pace, D., & McGrath, P. B. (2002). A comparison of drinking behaviors of students in Greek organizations and students active in a campus volunteer organization. NASPA Journal, 39(3), 217-230.

The drinking habits of students who are members of Greek organizations and a student volunteer organization were compared using the Core Survey, a survey developed by the Higher Education Center for Alcohol and Other Drug Prevention (1999) and administered widely to students in higher education.  Three hundred and twenty-one students from a mid-western university participated in the study.  Results indicated that Greeks drink more than volunteering students.  However, there were no significant differences between Greeks and volunteers on certain specific negative side effects of drinking.

Palfai, T. P., McNally, A. M., & Roy, M. (2002). Volition and alcohol-risk reduction; The role of action orientation in the reduction of alcohol-related harm among college student drinkers. Addictive Behaviors, 27(2), 309-317.

The present study examined the role of action orientation in health behavior change.  Eighty-six binge drinking college students completed measures of alcohol use, alcohol-related consequences (e.g., driving drunk), motivation to change drinking, and action orientation.  Alcohol use and consequences were reassessed 1 month later.  Results showed that, although there was no significant change in alcohol quantity per occasion, students reported a significant decline in alcohol-related problems over time.  Hierarchical regression analyses were conducted to examine whether action orientation was associated with changes in alcohol involvement.  Controlling for alcohol problems and motivation to change at Time 1, those with higher dispositional action orientation showed fewer alcohol-related consequences at Time 2.  These results suggest that those who are low in action orientation may have more difficulty enacting intentions to modify harmful health behaviors.  The findings underscore the importance of volitional skills in interventions to promote change in health behavior.

Steffian, G. (2002). Correction of normative misperceptions: An alcohol abuse prevention program. Journal of Drug Education, 29(2).

Normative misperception refers to the tendency of college students to misperceive campus drinking norms to be more liberal than they actually are. Initial investigations have demonstrated the effectiveness of normative education on reduction of alcohol use in primary and secondary education settings. This study examined the utility of a group program designed to challenge seventy-one male college students misperceptions of college drinking norms. Participants were enrolled into either a normative education group or a control group representing traditional alcohol education efforts. Participants in the normative education groups demonstrated more accurate perceptions of campus drinking norms and a significant reduction in consequences of alcohol use while those in the control group did not. Changes in normative perceptions were among the strongest contributors to a function discriminating between those who decreased their drinking and those who did not. Results suggest that normative education may be an effective approach to modifying drinking behaviors.

Strote, J., Lee, J. E., & Wechsler, H. (2002). Increasing MDMA use among college students: Results of a national survey. Journal of Adolescent Health, 30, 64-72.

Purpose: To examine the prevalence and changing patterns of ecstasy use among college students, and to determine characteristics, associated behaviors, and interests of ecstasy users.  Methods: The study analyzes data regarding ecstasy use and related behaviors from the 1997 and 1999 Harvard School of Public Health College Alcohol Study.  This is a survey of a nationally representative sample of over 14,000 students at 119 U.S. four-year colleges.  Changes in self-reported annual ecstasy use were examined, and lifestyle and high-risk behaviors associated with Ecstasy use were identified.  Data were analyzed using 2x2 Chi-square tests and multiple logistic regression fitted by the generalized estimating equations (GEE).  Results: The prevalence of past year ecstasy ruse rose from 2.8% to 4.7% between 1997 and 1999, an increase of 69%.  This increase was observed across nearly all subgroups of student and college type.  A smaller sample of ten colleges revealed that the increase continued in 2000.  Ecstasy users were more likely to use marijuana, engage in binge drinking, smoke cigarettes, have multiple sexual partners, consider arts and parties as important, religion as less important, spend more time socializing with friends, and spend less time studying.  Unlike other illicit drug users, ecstasy users were not academic underachievers and their satisfaction with education was not different from that of non-ecstasy users.  Conclusion: Ecstasy use is a high-risk behavior among college students which has increased rapidly in the past decade.

Wechsler, H., Lee, J. E., Nelson, T. F., & Kuo, M. (2002). Underage college students' drinking behavior, access to alcohol, and the influence of deterrence policies: Findings from the Harvard School of Public Health College Alcohol Study. Journal of American College Health, 50(5), 223-235.

Underage drinking is a major problem at American colleges, but little is known about the extent of alcohol use in different student groups, in different colleges, and in states with different control policies.  We used data from the 2001 and 3 previous Harvard School of Public Health College Alcohol Studies that compared responses of underage students with those of the 21-23-year-old peers.  Underage students drank alcohol less frequently but were more likely to drink to excess when they drank.  College educational efforts and deterrent policies were limited in their outreach, and half of underage students obtained alcohol very easily.  Underage students in states with extensive laws restricting underage and high-volume drinking were less likely to drink and to binge drink.  A majority of underage students supported increased efforts to control underage drinking. The results suggest that additional policy efforts to control underage drinking may be effective and feasible.

Wechsler, H., Lee, J. E., Nelson, T. F., Kuo, M., Seibring, M., & Lee, H. (2002). Trends in college binge drinking during a period of increased prevention efforts: Findings from 4 Harvard School of Public Health College Alcohol Study Surveys: 1993-2001. Journal of American College Health, 50(5), 203-216.

The 2001 Harvard School of Public Health College Alcohol Study surveyed students at 119 4-year colleges that participated in the 1993, 1997, and 1999 studies.  Responses in the 4 survey years were compared to determine trends in heavy alcohol use, alcohol related problems, and encounters with college and community prevention efforts.  In 2001, approximately 2 in 5 (44.4%) college students reported binge drinking, a rate almost identical to rates in the previous 3 surveys.  Very little change in overall binge drinking occurred at the individual college level. The percentages of abstainers and frequent binge drinkers increased, a polarization of drinking behavior first noted in 1997. A sharp rise in frequent binge drinking was noted among students attending all-women's colleges.  Other significant changes included increases in immoderate drinking and harm among drinkers.  More students lived in substance-free housing and encountered college educational efforts and sanctions resulting from their alcohol use.

Zinser, O., Freeman, J. E., & Ginnings, D. K. (2002). A comparison of memory for and attitudes about alcohol, cigarette, and other product advertisements in college students. Journal of Drug Education, 29(2).

The purpose of this study was to compare the attitude ratings and recall scores of cigarette, alcohol, automobile, deodorant, jeans, soft drink, athletic shoe, breakfast cereal, and fast food restaurant advertisements. Male and female college students rated the advertisements of these product groups on a number of traits--adventurous, eye-catching, appealing, informative, believable, good times, recreational, effectiveness, romantic, athletic, buy product, and honesty. Drawing on their everyday experience, the students also were asked to recall as much about the advertisements from these product groups as they could. The results revealed that the rating and recall scores of the alcohol advertisements were significantly higher than those for the cigarette advertisements and among the highest of all of the advertisement groups. The female recall scores generally were significantly higher than the male recall scores. In contrast to the cigarette advertisements, the high scores of the alcohol advertisements were interpreted to be due in part to the wider distribution alcohol advertising has had. That alcohol advertising ranked among the highest of all of the advertising groups indicates that college students view alcohol advertising very favorably.

AOD Non-College

Adalbjarnardottir, R. (2002). Adolescent antisocial behavior and substance use; Longitudinal analyses. Addictive Behaviors, 27(2), 227-240.

This study explores how antisocial behavior among adolescents at age 14 is related longitudinally to their daily smoking, heavy alcohol use, and illicit drug use (hashish and amphetamines) at age 17.  The sample of 9th graders  (n=1293) attending compulsory schools in Reykjavic, Iceland participated in the study and in the follow-up 3 years later.  The focus is on a subgroup of 17-year-old adolescents who had not experimented with cigarette smoking, alcohol consumption, or illicit drug use at age 14.  Even after eliminating from the study those who had experimented with smoking at age 14 and those whose peers smoked, the adolescents who showed more signs of antisocial behavior at age 14 was more likely to smoke daily at age 17.  Similar findings were revealed for illicit drug use at age 17.  Further, with regard to alcohol use, adolescents who had not experimented with alcohol but showed indications of antisocial behavior at age 14 was more likely to drink heavily at each episode at age 17 if their parents drank.

Alterman, A. I., Cacciola, J. S., Mulvaney, F. D., Rutherford, M. J., & Langenbucher, J. (2002). Alcohol dependence and abuse in three groups at varying familial alcoholism risk. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 70(2), 336-343.

Three groups of young men varying in familial alcoholism risk were compared for lifetime and current Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (4th ed.; DSM-IV; American Psychiatric Association, 1994) diagnoses. A withdrawal gate diagnostic model (WGM) requiring withdrawal for a dependence diagnosis was also evaluated. Extremely high lifetime DSM-IV diagnostic rates were found for all groups (>/=78%), with the highest rate in the highest risk group. Similar group differences obtained for individual criteria or symptoms. Although lifetime diagnostic rates were similar for the WGM and DSM-IV, virtually all cases of dependence were preceded by abuse for the WGM, unlike DSM-IV. The findings underline the importance of distinguishing degrees of familial alcoholism risk. The WGM model temporal onset findings versus DSM-IV and the high lifetime diagnostic rates obtained suggest some limitations of the DSM-IV diagnoses.

Brown, T. G., Seraganian, P., Trmeblay, J., & Annis, H. (2002). Process and outcome changes with relapse prevention versus 12-Step aftercare programs for substance abusers. Addiction, 97(6), 677-689.

Aims:  Presumptive support was sought for mechanisms of action whereby two conceptually distinct aftercare programs, relapse prevention (RP) and 12-Step facilitation (TSF), impact upon substance abusers.  Patients and design:  Adults who had just completed intensive treatment were assigned randomly to either RP (n=61) or TSF (n=70) aftercare programs.  Setting:  Three residential treatment facilities.  Interventions  Trained counselors delivered to small groups a manualized aftercare program which focused either upon the utilization of cognitive-behavioral processes to orchestrate change through an individualized treatment plan (i.e. RP) or which sought to facilitate utilization of AA's 12 Steps (i.e. TSF).  Measurements:  Process measures developed specifically to quantify either: (a) the changes in self-efficacy process in RP or (b) the utilization of AA's principles in TSF, as well as psychosocial and substance abuse indices were administered to all patients pre- and post-aftercare and at 6-month follow up.  Findings:  A significant relationship between changes in measures of self-efficacy for RP participants as well as a trend for a relationship between process specific change for TSF participants partially satisfied the first condition for presumptive support.  The fact that the intervention-specific mediators covaried with several outcome indices, and that the removal of such mediators attenuated prediction of outcome met, respectively, the second and third conditions for presumptive support.  Conclusion:  Carefully orchestrated RP and TSF aftercare programs yield process changes that are related positively to improved outcome.

Caldwell, T. M., Rodgers, B., Jorm, A. F., Christensen, H., Jacomb, P. A., Korten, A. E., & Lynskey, M. T. (2002). Patterns of association between alcohol consumption and symptoms of depression and anxiety in young adults. Addiction, 97(5), 583-594.

Aims:  Recent epidemiological findings indicate that non-drinkers as well as hazardous/harmful drinkers experience higher levels of distress than moderate drinkers.  Little is known about the age at which this develops.  This paper examines levels of affect, depression and anxiety over the full range of alcohol consumption in young adults.  Design:  Cross-sectional findings from the first wave of a prospective, longitudinal study are presented  Participants:  The general population sample comprised of 2404 young adults (aged 20-24 years), living in the Canberra region.  Measures included: The Goldberg Depression and Anxiety scales, the Positive and Negative Affect Schedule, and the Alcohol Use Disorders Identification Test.  Findings:  For men, both non/occasional and hazardous/harmful consumption were associated with lower levels of positive affect and higher levels of anxiety and depression.  The higher levels of distress evident for male abstainers were related to being less extroverted and less healthy and not to past hazardous/harmful alcohol consumption, current tobacco or marijuana use.  For women, only hazardous/harmful drinkers were found to have higher levels of depression and negative affect.  Hazardous/harmful consumption was related to using marijuana, tobacco and recent stressful events in both men and women.  Conclusions:  Higher levels of distress are already evident in male non-drinkers in early adulthood.  The findings counter theories that distress in non-drinkers is due to past hazardous/harmful alcohol consumption, marijuana or tobacco use, or characteristics in common with hazardous/harmful drinkers.  Alcohol use disorders and mental health problems are pertinent issues for young adults.  However, more understanding is needed of the experiences of non-drinkers in an alcohol consuming culture.

Chassin, L., Prost, J., & Pitts, S. C. (2002). Binge drinking trajectories from adolescence to emerging adulthood in a high-risk sample: Predictors and substance abuse outcomes. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 70(1), 67-78.

This study describes binge drinking from adolescence to emerging adulthood in 238 children of alcoholics and 208 controls. Mixture modeling identified three trajectory groups: early-heavy (early onset, high frequency), late-moderate (later onset, moderate frequency), and infrequent (early onset, low frequency). Nonbingers were defined a priori. The early-heavy group was characterized by parental alcoholism and antisociality, peer drinking, drug use, and (for boys) high levels of externalizing behavior, but low depression. The infrequent group was elevated in parent alcoholism and (for girls) adolescent depression, whereas the nonbingers and late-moderate groups showed the most favorable adolescent psychological variables. All 3 drinking trajectory groups raised risk for later substance abuse or dependence compared with the nonbingers, with the early-heavy group at highest risk.
Cuijpers, P., Jonkers, R., de Weerdt, I., & de Jong, A. (2002). The effects of drug abuse prevention at school: The 'Healthy School and Drugs' project. Addiction, 97(1), 67-73.

Aims:  To examine the effects of the 'Healthy School and Drugs' project, a Dutch school-based drug prevention project that was developed in the late 1980s and disseminated during the 1990s  This programme is currently being used by 64-73% of Dutch secondary schools and it is estimated that at least 350,000 high school students receive this intervention each year.   Design, setting and participants:  A quasi-experimental study in which students of nine experimental (N=1156) schools were compared with students of three control schools (N=774). The groups were compared before the intervention, 1 year later, 2 years later and three years later.  Measurements:  Self-report measures of tobacco, alcohol and marijuana use, attitudes towards substance use, knowledge about substances and self-efficacy.   Findings:  Some effects on the use of tobacco, alcohol and cannabis were found.  Two years after the intervention, significant effects could still be shown on alcohol use.  Effects of the intervention were also found on knowledge, but there was no clear evidence for any effects on attitude towards substance use and on self-efficacy.   Conclusions:  This study shows the Healthy School and Drugs project as implemented in Holland may have some effect on drug use in the children exposed to it.

D'Amico, E. J., & Fromme, K. (2002). Brief prevention for adolescent risk-taking behavior. Addiction, 97(5), 563-574.

Aims:  Despite widespread prevention efforts to decrease adolescent risk-taking, substance use and driving after drinking(DD) are prevalent in the United States.  The current study compared the efficacy of an abbreviated version of Drug Abuse and Resistance Education (DARE-A) to a new Risk Skills Training Program (RTSP).  Design:  Adolescent participation in drinking, drug use, DD and riding with a drunk driver was examined longitudinally.  After baseline assessments, adolescents were randomly assigned to the RSTP, DARE-A or a no intervention control group and then completed a 2-month post-test and 6-month follow-up assessments.   Setting:  Adolescents attended a mid-sized suburban high school.   Participants:  The sample (n=300) was comprised of 58% females and the age range was 14-19 years.  Intervention:  The RSTP was developed to target several risk behaviors and to examine the feasibility of conducting a brief personalized prevention program in a group setting.  DARE-A focused on increasing knowledge and understanding the deleterious effects of substance use.  Measurements:  Risk-taking behavior, perception of peer risk-taking and positive and negative alcohol expectancies were assessed.  Findings:  RSTP participants decreased participation in several risk behaviors at post-test, but reductions were not maintained at 6-month follow-up.  The control and DARE-A groups increased their positive and decreased their negative alcohol expectancies.  The control group increased their alcohol consumption.  Conclusions:  Results suggest that a brief, personalized, group prevention program is a feasible approach to reducing adolescent risk-taking.  Strategies must be developed to solidify these positive changes so that they are longer-lasting.

Epstein, J. A., Williams, C., & Botvin, G. J. (2002). How universal are social influences to drink and problem behaviors for alcohol use?  A test comparing urban African-American and Caribbean-American adolescents. Addictive Behaviors, 27(1), 75-86.

The purpose of this study is to test specifically which social influences and which problem behaviors predict drinking among a sample African-American and Caribbean-American black adolescents residing in New York City.  A total of 3212 African-American or Caribbean-American seventh graders completed questionnaires assessing their alcohol use, demographic characteristics, social influences to drink, and other behavioral measures.  Logistic regression analyses examined predictors for the overall black sample and separately for each of the two black groups.  The predictors of alcohol initiation were virtually identical for both groups (father's drinking, siblings' drinking, friends' drinking, peer drinking, and smoking) with the exception of marijuana use.  Although there were some common predictors of alcohol consumption for the two groups (siblings' drinking, friends' drinking, and smoking), some factors only influenced alcohol consumption for African-Americans (father's drinking and marijuana use) and others only did so for Caribbean-Americans (deviance and absenteeism). These findings highlight the importance of examining the etiology of alcohol use for different black use.

Finfgeld, D. L., & Lewis, L. M. (2002). Self-resolution of alcohol problems in young adulthood: A process of securing solid ground. Qualitative Health Research, 12(5), 581-592.

Quantitative research findings suggest that young adults resolve alcohol problems without participating in support groups or formal treatment programs. However, researchers have failed to fully explain the self-resolution process among this age group. Thus, the authors used grounded theory to better explicate why and how young adults self-resolve alcohol problems. The findings suggest that self-resolving alcohol problems in young adulthood involves a temporal process of seeking and securing solid ground. This process is precipitated by situations in which individuals experience precarious footing and eventually begin to lose their balance. These culminating events lead young adults to pursue personal visions and find safe footing on solid ground, despite some rugged terrain along the way.

Garnick, D. W., Hodgkin, D., & Horgan, C. (2002). Selecting data sources for substance abuse services research. Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, 22(1), 11-22.

In this article we discuss the strengths and weaknesses of using different types of data sources for alcohol and drug abuse services research.  To do this, we describe four types of data sources used in substance abuse services research; surveys of organizations, medical records, claim and encounter data and program-level administrative data.  For each, we outline where to obtain data, how each type has been used, and the advantages and challenges.  This overview should allow investigators to think more critically about the datasets they now use; providers to understand the types of data sources most appropriate for specific research questions so as to participate more fully in research; and policy makers to interpret correctly results based on different types of data.  Moreover, it should foster better communication among these stakeholders in collaborative projects to improve the effectiveness of services for people with addictions.

Greenfield, T. K., Rehm, J., & Rogers, J. D. (2002). Effects of depression and social integration on the relationship between alcohol consumption and all-cause mortality. Addiction, 97(1), 29-38.

Aims:  This study was designed to assess the potentially confounding influences of social integration and depression on the form of the relationship between alcohol consumption and all-cause mortality.  Design, participants and measurement:  Respondents from the 1984 US National Alcohol Survey (N=5177) were followed by searching the National Death Index (NDI) through 1995; 540 were identified as deceased.  Predictor variables in a Cox proportional hazards model included gender, ethnicity, marital status, income, smoking, age and alcohol consumption (volume and patterns).  Two social variables and their interactions with alcohol consumption were added, the Center for Epidemiological Studies Depression (CES-D) scale and an eight-item social isolation scale.  Findings:  The J-shaped risk curve for all-cause mortality by volume was approximated for men but not significantly for women.  In addition heavy drinking occasions independently contributed to mortality in men.  Low social integration (bottom 12%) had no significant effects on mortality or on the relationship between alcohol consumption and mortality curve.  Inclusion of the interaction between alcohol consumption and depression proved significant for heavy male drinkers (>six drinks on average a day) and for female former drinkers with heavy drinking occasions.  In both cases, the respective subgroup, which additionally was depressed, had about four times the risk of a life-time abstainer.  Conclusions:  The relationship of alcohol consumption to 11-year all-cause mortality in a general population indicated little confounding effect of social isolation, but revealed important interactions with depression for heavy male drinkers and heavy female ex-drinkers.

Hill, E. M., & Chow, K. (2002). Life-history theory and risky drinking. Addiction, 97(4), 401-413.

Aims:  Life-history theory, a major theory related to evolutionary biology and behavioral ecology, is applied to analyze patterns in alcohol abuse and dependence.  The life-history approach examines how intensity of reproductive competition affects the benefits and costs of risk-taking, which are typically greater for than for women or older men.  We used this framework to predict demographic variation in hazardous patterns of alcohol use, assuming that they reflect risk-taking in general.  Design:  This paper is a review of literature on demographic patterns in risky drinking and alcohol dependence.  Predictions are generated using evolutionary analysis of risk-taking.  Existing surveys of drinking behavior are reviewed, and findings are compared to predictions.  Findings:  Results were generally consistent with predictions.  The frequency of risky drinking and dependence is higher for men, and people of younger age, single marital status, childless parental status or unstable environmental resources.  An exception is the effect of educational attainment, which is inconsistent.  Conclusions:  Risky drinking behavior, as with other forms of physical risk-taking, is more frequently observed in young men, and it increases where environmental instability is higher.  The utility of life-history theory is compared to alternate conceptions of risky drinking and dependence.  Implications for this perspective for research and clinical efforts are explored.

Hitzler, R. (2002). Pill kick: The pursuit of "ecstasy" at techno-events. Journal of Drug Issues, 32(2), 459-466.

Skimming through current publications about "Techno and Drugs" without looking into the more detailed distinctions between them, one gets the impression that the increase in the use of ecstasy (MDMA) and the growth of the Techno-scene, especially in the 1990s, are highly correlated.  In fact, most ecstasy users identify themselves as Techno-fans, and those Techno-fans who consume drugs generally prefer ecstasy. it has also been suggested that the specific active ingredients of all amphetamine derivatives marketed under the catchall term "ecstasy" are pharmacologically psychotrophic.  But these active ingredients are not the main problem in the ongoing ecstasy boom.

Jackson, K. M., Sher, K. J., Cooper, M. L., & Wood, P. K. (2002). Adolescent alcohol and tobacco use: Onset, persistence and trajectories of use across two samples. Addiction, 97(5), 517-531.

Aims:  We examined the alcohol-tobacco relationship using two prospective, ethnically diverse samples.  Trajectories of alcohol and tobacco use are portrayed overall and by sex and ethnicity.  Using prospective analyses, we examine directional influences between alcohol and tobacco use, and we characterize initiation versus persistence of drinking and smoking as a function of use of the other substance.  Design, setting:  Data were from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (AddHealth) and the Adolescent Health Risk Study (AHRS).  Follow-up intervals for AddHealth and AHRS were 1 and 5 years respectively.   Participants:  AddHealth respondents (n=4831) were on average 14.8 years old (48% male, 23% black, 61% white) and AHRS respondents (n+1814) were on average 16.7 years old (47% male, 44% black, 49% white).   Measurements:  Two alcohol consumption variables and two smoking variables were used: drinking frequency, and regular (current) smoking and daily number of cigarettes. Findings:  Alcohol and tobacco use exhibited monotonic increase over adolescence and young adulthood.  Men and white respondents reported more use than women and black respondents.  Alcohol and tobacco were moderately associated at both times.  Analyses revealed that prior alcohol use predicted tobacco use more strongly than the converse.  Initiation of smoking was a function of prior drinking; to a lesser extent initiation of drinking was a function of prior smoking.  Persistence of smoking was a function of prior drinking and persistence of drinking was a function of prior smoking.  Conclusions:  Provisional support exists for the claim that alcohol use predicts tobacco use more strongly than the converse.  For both drinking and smoking, onset and persistence are predicted by prior use of the other substance and these associations were robust across sex and ethnicity.

Jeynes, W. H. (2002). The relationship between the consumption of various drugs by adolescents and their academic achievement. American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse, 28(1), 15-35.

This study uses the NELS data set to assess the relationship between adolescent patterns of the consumption of marijuana, cocaine, alcohol, and cigarette consumption and their academic achievement. The results of the study indicate that increased frequency of cigarette smoking and being under the influence of marijuana, cocaine, and alcohol did frequently have an impact on adolescent academic achievement.  When all types of drug consumption were considered together, cigarette smoking, being drunk, and under the influence of alcohol while at school were the variables that produced the most consistent statistically significant effects. Being under the influence of cocaine generally produced the largest regression coefficients, but the effects were often not statistically significant, which may in part be due to the small portion of students who reported being under the influence of cocaine while at school. When examined separately, being under the influence of cocaine and marijuana each had consistently statistically significant effects on academic achievement.

Komro, K. A., & Toomey, T. L. (2002). Strategies to prevent underage drinking. Alcohol Health & Research World, 26(1), 5-14.

Alcohol use by underage drinkers is a persistent public health problem in the United States, and alcohol is the most commonly used drug among adolescents. Accordingly, numerous approaches have been developed and studied that aim to prevent underage drinking. Some approaches are school based, involving curricula targeted at preventing alcohol, tobacco, or marijuana use. Other approaches are extracurricular, offering activities outside of school in the form of social or life skills training or alternative activities. Other strategies strive to involve the adolescents’ families in the prevention programs. Policy strategies also have been implemented that have increased the minimum legal drinking age, reduced the commercial and social access of adolescents to alcohol, and reduced the economic availability of alcohol. Approaches involving the entire community also have been employed. Several programs (e.g., the Midwestern Prevention Project and Project Northland) have combined many of these strategies.

Kumpulainen, K., & Roine, S. (2002). Depressive symptoms at the age of 12 years and future alcohol use. Addictive Behaviors, 27(3), 425-436.

Objective: to study the relationships between depressive and psychosomatic symptoms at the age of 12 years and heavy use of alcohol 3 years later, and to determine whether certain depressive symptoms are more predictive than others in regard to later heavy alcohol use.  Methods: The Children's Depressive Inventory (CDI) with added questions concerning psychosomatic symptoms and bullying was used to reveal psychiatric symptoms among children at the age of 12 years.  Information concerning alcohol use was obtained from the children at the age of 15 years. Results: Disordered mood at the age of 12 years was not related to heavy alcohol use at the age of 15 years.  Perceiving oneself as failing to perform well at school and low self-esteem at the age of 12 years were related to heavy use of alcohol 3 years later among girls, as were interpersonal problems with aggressive tendencies among boys.  Conclusion: Further studies are urgently needed to determine the relationships between the expectancies of the school system and deviant behaviors such as substance use among dysphoric children.

Lehman, W. E. K., Greener, J. M., & Simpson, D. D. (2002). Assessing organizational readiness for change. Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, 22(4), 197-209.

A comprehensive assessment of organizational functioning and readiness for change (ORC) was developed based on a conceptual model and previous findings on transferring research to practice.  It focuses on motivation and personality attributes of program leaders and staff, institutional resources, and organizational climate as an important first step in understanding organizational factors related to implementing new technologies into a program.  This article describes the rationale and structure of the ORC and shows it has acceptable psychometric properties.  Results of surveys of over 500 treatment personnel from more than 100 treatment units support its construct validity on the basis of agreement between management and staff on several ORC dimensions, relationships between staff organizational climate dimensions and patient engagement in treatment, and associations of agency resources and climate with organizational stability.  Overall, these results indicate the ORC can contribute to the study of organizational change and technology transfer by identifying functional barriers involved.

Liddle, H. A., Rowe, C. L., Quille, T. J., Dakof, G. A., Mills, D. S., Sakran, E., & Biaggi, H. (2002). Transporting a research-based adolescent drug treatment into practice. Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, 22(4), 231-243.

This article describes the key ingredients and processes in transporting an empirically supported, research-developed family therapy for adolescent abusers, Multidimensional Family Therapy (MDFT), into an intensive day treatment program.  Using the same systems change principles that guide this treatment approach, the technology transfer process has been, from its inception, a collaborative, multidimensional, systematic intervention aimed at changing organizational structures, and attitudinal and behavioral patterns with multiple staff members at several levels of the program.  This article describes: (1) the conceptual and empirical basis for these technology efforts; (2) the technology being adapted and transferred; and (3) the critical events and processes that have shaped the transfer of MDFT into this program.  We discuss this process and the outcomes thus far through the lens of Simpson's organizational change model and specify the implications of this experience for the expansion of current conceptualization of technology transfer.

Lincourt, P., Kuettel, T. J., & Bombardier, C. H. (2002). Motivational interviewing in a group setting with mandated clients; A pilot study. Addictive Behaviors, 27(3), 381-391.

Some clients who are court-ordered to undergo substance abuse treatment are not able or willing to identify treatment-related goals.  This situation can cause difficulties in the therapeutic relationship and compromise treatment.  To address this problem, we offered a group-based motivational enhancement program prior to standard treatment.  Over 2 years, 73 clients attended the motivation group while 94 did not.  Compared to those who did not, those who attended the motivation group were significantly less likely to meet criteria for substance abuse dependence, they attended a higher proportion of their treatment sessions, and they were more likely to have completed treatment.  After controlling for diagnosis, employment, and age, attending the motivation group was still related to higher rates of attendance and treatment completion.  A motivation group may promote better participation in substance abuse treatment programs among persons who do not identify treatment goals.  Additional research is needed to draw firm conclusions.

Luke, D. A., Ribisl, K. M., Walton, M. A., & Davidson, W. S. (2002). Assessing the diversity of personal beliefs about addiction: Development of the addiction belief inventory. Substance  Use & Misuse, 37(1), 89-120.

Previous work in the field of substance use/misuse has suggested that client beliefs about addiction are quite diverse, and may influence the effectiveness of various treatment approaches.  This paper presents an Addiction Belief Inventory (ABI) that was developed and evaluated to assess personal beliefs about addiction and substance use problems.  The ABI is a 40-item instrument developed using two clinical samples: an alcohol user treatment group (N=134) and a dual diagnosis treatment group (N=536).  Confirmatory factor analysis revealed seven stable subscales: inability to control, chronic disease, reliance on experts, responsibility for actions, responsibility for recovery, genetic basis, and coping.  Multivariate analyses provided preliminary reliability and validational support.  The utility of the ABI for clinical and research purposes is discussed, along with suggestions for future research and improvements to the instrument.

McCarthy, D. M., Aarons, G. A., & Brown, S. A. (2002). Educational and occupational attainment and drinking behavior: an expectancy model in young adulthood. Addiction, 97(6), 717-726.

Aims:  The socio-economic status (SES) of education level and occupational functioning have been found to be correlated negatively with alcohol use.  The present study examined prospectively the relationship between these functioning measures, alcohol expectancies and alcohol involvement.  We propose that expectancies function as a mediator of the relationship between educational/occupational attainment and drinking behavior.  We hypothesized that changes in young adult functioning are linked to changes in social context and/or the availability of non-alcohol reinforcers, which in turn affect the reinforcement expected from alcohol.  Participants and design:  Participants were 172 young adults from an ongoing longitudinal study of long-term clinical course of adolescent substance use treatment.  Data from 6-and 8-yeart follow-ups were used in the present analyses.  The treatment sample (n=100) was recruited from in-patient substance abuse treatment programs for adolescents.  A community sample (n=72) was matched on family history of substance abuse and SES at intake.  Findings:  A cross-lag panel analysis indicated that education had a unique longitudinal relationship with expectancy for both the treated and community sample, over and above previous alcohol use and expectancy.  Occupational variables did not have a longitudinal relationship with the alcohol use and expectancy for either sample.  Expectancies mediated the education/drinking relationship for the treated sample only.  Conclusions:  These results suggest one means through which changes in functioning may alter alcohol involvement over time; alteration of the reinforcement expected from alcohol.

Morrison, L., Begg, D. J., & LangleyJ.D. (2002). Personal and situational influences on drink driving and sober driving among a cohort of young adults. Injury Prevention, 8, 111-115.

Objectives: To compare personal and situational influences on incidents involving drink driving with those involving sober driving.  Methods: Information on a range of road safety practices was sought in face to face interviews conducted with 969 members of the Dunedin Multidisciplinary Health and Development Study cohort at age 26 years. A total of 750 study members reported an incident that involved the opportunity to consume alcohol and also travel by motor vehicle. Of these, 87 were classified as "drink drive incidents" and 663 as "sober drive incidents".  Results: Study members who were male, of lower socioeconomic status, had no school qualifications, or were dependent on alcohol or marijuana at age 21 were significantly more likely to report a drink drive incident at age 26. Compared with the sober drive incidents, the drink drive incidents were more commonly associated with driving alone, drinking at bars, and no advanced planning. For drink drive incidents the amount of alcohol consumed was influenced by the conviviality of the occasion, whereas for sober drive incidents it was the need to drive. One quarter of those reporting drink drive incidents stated they had used marijuana and/or LSD at the event at which they drank.  Conclusions: Drink drive and sober drive incidents differed, particularly with regard to decisions made before the event. Prevention efforts could usefully be targeted toward these decisions.

Peretti-Watel, P., Beck, F., & Legley, S. (2002). Beyond the U-curve: the relationship between sport and alcohol, cigarette and cannabis use in adolescents. Addiction, 97(6), 707-716.

Aims:  This study aimed at increasing understanding of the relationship between sporting activities and alcohol, cigarette and cannabis use among adolescents, by examining gender, age and the context of sporting practice.  Design, setting, subjects:  The study was a national school survey (n=10807; ages 14-19 years) conducted in France in 1999.  Measures:  Respondents were asked confidentially by self-administered questionnaire (pen and paper) about their use of licit and illicit drugs and life-style (including sporting activities outside school; hours per week, registration in a club, type of sport).  Findings:  the U-shaped curve between the intensity of physical activities and licit and illicit drug use appeared not to be systematic.  It depended mainly on the product and the level of use.  It only remained significant for boys and heavy smoking once gender and age effect were taken into account.  Conclusion:  The results stress the need to control for age and gender when the survey participants are teenagers.  The relationship between drug use and sporting activity also depends on the type of sport.

Rawson, R. A., Washton, A., Domier, C. P., & Reiber, C. (2002). Drugs and sexual effects: role of drug type and gender. Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, 22(2), 103-108.

This study investigated gender differences in the relationship between psychoactive substance use and sexual thoughts, feelings, and behaviors.  Participants (N=464) were male and female alcohol, opiate, cocaine, and methamphetamine users enrolled in an outpatient treatment program at any of 8 sites.  A self-report survey that inquired about the specific sexual thoughts, feelings, and behaviors of the participant during previous instances of being under the influence of their primary drug of dependence served as the data source.  The results indicate that different categories of psychoactive agents were associated with different effects on sexual behavior, and that those effects vary by gender.  Development of a valid measure assessing the type and strength of these relationships may be beneficial for use by treatment programs in promoting abstinence from drug and alcohol use and preventing relapse.

Russell, S. T., Driscoll, A. K., & Truong, N. (2002). Adolescent same-sex romantic attractions and relationships: Implications for substance use and abuse. American Journal of Public Health, 92(2), 198-202.

Objectives: Nationally representative data were used to examine associations of romantic attractions and relationships with substance use and abuse.  Methods: Data from the Add Health Study were examined. Youths reporting same-sex and both-sex romantic attractions and relationships were compared with those reporting opposite-sex attractions. Survey regression and logistic regression were used to control for sample design effects.  Results: In the case of certain outcomes, romantic attraction affected males differently than females. Youths with both-sex attractions were at a somewhat higher risk for substance use and abuse than were heterosexual youths; females with same-sex attractions were also at higher risk for some outcomes. Sexual-minority youths varied little from heterosexual youths in regard to trajectories of substance use and abuse.  Conclusions: These findings highlight the importance of distinguishing between youths with only same-sex attractions and those with both-sex attractions. These findings also call into question previous findings indicating that sexual-minority youths are automatically "at risk."

Shults, R. A., Sleet, D. A., Elder, R. W., Ryan, G. W., & Sehgal, M. (200). Association between state level drinking and driving countermeasures and self reported alcohol impaired driving. Injury Prevention, 8, 106-110.

Objectives: In 1999, alcohol related motor vehicle crashes in the United States claimed 15 786 lives and injured more than 300 000 persons. Drinking and driving behavior is shaped by individual and environmental level influences. In this study, the association between each state's driving under the influence of alcohol (DUI) countermeasures and self reported alcohol impaired driving was explored.  Methods: Mothers Against Drunk Driving's (MADD's) Rating the States 2000 survey, which graded states on their DUI countermeasures from 1996–99, was used as an index of each state's comprehensive DUI prevention activities. Information on alcohol impaired driving from residents of each state was obtained from the 1997 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) survey. The association between the MADD state grades and alcohol impaired driving was assessed using multiple logistic regression.  Results: Of the 64 162 BRFSS respondents who reported drinking any alcohol during the past month, 2.1% of women and 5.8% of men reported at least one episode of alcohol impaired driving in the past month. Those living in states with a MADD grade of "D" were 60% more likely to report alcohol impaired driving than those from states with a MADD grade of "A" (odds ratio 1.6, 95% confidence interval 1.3 to 2.1). The association existed for men and women.  Conclusion: These findings suggest that stronger state level DUI countermeasures are associated with lower rates of self reported alcohol impaired driving.

Simpson, D. D. (2002). A conceptual framework for transferring research to practice. Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, 22(4), 171-182.

Systematic evaluations of efforts to transfer research-based interventions and procedures into general practice at community drug treatment programs have been limited.  However, practical experiences as well as results from studies of technology transfer and organizational behavior in related fields provide a basis for proposing a heuristic model of key factors that influence this process.  The successful completion of four stages of activity typically involved in program change (exposure, adoption, implementation, and practice of new interventions) appears to be influenced by several organizational considerations (e.g., institutional readiness for change, resources, and climate) as well as staff attributes.  Assessment instruments for measuring organizational functioning (based on ratings aggregated for staff and patients in a program) are introduced, along with preliminary evidence for their validity.  A better conceptual understanding of the process of program change and common barriers that may be encountered is needed for effectively transferring research to practice.

Ter Bogt, T., Engels, R., Hibbel, B., Van Wel, F., & Verhagen, S. (2002). "Dancestasy": dance and MDMA use in Dutch youth culture. Contemporary Drug Problems, 29(1), 157-177.

"House" is the main youth subculture of the 1980s and 1990s in the Netherlands.  For the members of this youth culture scene, house is a combination of going to parties and dancing all night while being high on MDMA, a drug better known as XTC/Ecstasy.  This article is a review of the history of house and the Dutch house scene.  It considers some of the psychological effects of dancing combined with taking Ecstasy: "dancestasy."  MDMA itself can be physically and cognitively harmful, but the dancestasy experience may contribute positively to the development of personal and social identity during adolescence.  Results of ethnographic studies suggest that the dancestasy experience can have temporary negative effects on functioning in school or at work.  After a few years in the dance scene, leisure time becomes less important, and, as young adults, people who are part of the dance scene take up their social responsibilities.

Thompson, G. D., Lyman, S., Childers, K., & Taylor, P. (2002). Strategy for alcohol abuse education: A service learning model within a course curriculum. American Journal of Health Education, 33(2), 88-93.

Drug abuse education, particularly on a college level, should involve students with their college and local community to establish a more fundamental understanding of the consequences of drug abuse.  Therefore, we proposed a student court monitoring of driving while intoxicated (DWI) cases utilizing a service learning strategy.  As a requirement for a chemical and substance abuse class, students took part in court monitoring of DWI cases within a judicial district.  Students also provided a reflective paper in which they could share their subjective feelings, opinions, and overall observation of the courtroom environment.  The court-monitoring of DWI cases has been implemented by Mothers Against Drunk Driving and has served as an effective tool designed to increase the likelihood of convictions, decrease the likelihood of dismissals, and in the case of a repeat offender, increase the length of jail sentence.  This article examines the service learning strategy's initiation, developmental process implementation, specific outcomes, and offers suggestions for future implementations and duplication within other college drug abuse courses.

Wenberg, B. (2002). Childhood temperament and adult alcohol habits; A prospective longitudinal study from age 4 to age 36. Addictive Behaviors, 27(1), 63-74.

The purpose of the present study was to relate childhood temperament dimensions at age 4 to alcohol habits until young middle age.  Data were derived from the male cohort (n=122) in a larger prospective longitudinal project. At age 4, a professional psychologist rated the child's behavior on 30 aspects of temperament, which, in turn, were factor-analyzed and cross-validated to other measures of personality at ages 10, 25, and 36.  The five extracted factors at age 4 were correlated to the level of consumption at age 18, frequency of intoxication at age 25, lifetime alcohol problem up to age 36 and registered drug-related criminality.  There was a positive correlation between a factor denoted Extravert/outgoing and lifetime alcohol problems and a negative correlation between a factor denoted Social reactivity and alcohol problems.  Although all correlations were modest (typically ranging between .20 and .30), the findings have theoretical implications and these were further discussed.

Wutzke, S. E., Conigrave, K. M., Saunders, J. B., & Hall, W. D. (2002). The long-term effectiveness of brief interventions for unsafe alcohol consumption: A 10-year follow-up. Addiction, 97(6), 665-675.

Aims:  to examine the long-term impact of brief and early interventions for hazardous and harmful alcohol consumption.  Design:  A 9-month and 10-year follow-up of subjects recruited into a randomized controlled trial of a range of alcohol-related brief interventions.

Setting:  General practices, the outpatient or acute care services of a major city hospital, and a privately run health screening program.  Participants:  The cohort of 554 (non-dependent) hazardous and harmful drinkers recruited into the Australian arm of the Phase II World Health Organization project on identification and treatment of persons with harmful alcohol consumption.  Intervention:  the effectiveness of three forms of intervention, ranging from 5 to 60 minutes in duration, were compared with a no-treatment control condition.  Measurements:  Included drinking behaviours and biological markers of alcohol use.  In addition, at 10 years subjects were asked about symptoms of diagnosable alcohol use disorders and their experience of alcohol-related psychological, social and physical harm.  Mortality was also assessed.  Findings:  Results provide further evidence for the short-term effectiveness of alcohol-related brief interventions.  In comparison to controls, subjects offered intervention: (1) report significantly lower consumption; and (2) less unsafe drinking at 9-month follow-up.  The intensity of intervention was not related to the amount of change in drinking behavior.  Analysis at 10 years failed to find any differences in out comes between intervention and control groups in median consumption, mean reduction in consumption from baseline to follow-up, mortality and ICD-10 diagnoses of alcohol dependence or harmful alcohol use.  Conclusions:  This study failed to find evidence that brief advice and counseling without regular follow-up and reinforcement can sustain significant long-term reductions in drinking behavior at 10-year follow up.

AOD and Violence

Bolognini, M., Laget, J., Plancherel, B., Stephan, P., Corcos, M., & Halfon, O. (2002). Drug use and suicide attempts: The role of personality factors. Substance  Use & Misuse, 37(3), 337-356.

This study on suicide attempts is part of a large research project on dependent behavior in adolescents and young adults.  228 subjects aged 14-25 (107 "drug abusers," 121 controls) from the French speaking part of Switzerland were evaluated on the basis of a semi-structured interview (Mini International Neuropsychiatric Interview), enabling a DSM-IV diagnosis, and self-reports (SSS by Zuckerman, MMPI-2, IDI by Hirschfeld).  31.5% of "drug abuser" males and 41.2 of "drug abuser" females committed one or more suicide attempts.  The results of logisitc regression show that the significant factor explaining suicide attempts in drug users is emotional reliance for males and experience-seeking for females.

Brown, D. R., & Blanton, C. J. (2002). Physical activity, sports participation, and suicidal behavior among college students. Medicine & Science in Sports & Exercise, 34(7), 1087-1096.

Purpose:  To evaluate the relationship between physical activity, sports participation, and suicidal behavior among college students (N=4728).   Methods: Data from the 1995 National College Health Risk Survey were analyzed.  Students were classified as engaging in frequent vigorous activity 6-7 d/wk-1, vigorous activity 3-5 d/wk-1, moderate activity, low activity, or no activity.  Sports participation was dichotomized into "yes" or "no" participation.  Suicidal behavior was defined as thoughts about, plans for, or attempts at suicide during the 12 months before completing the survey.  Data were stratified by sex and multivariable logistic regression modeling, calculated odds ratios (ORs) (adjusted for age, race/ethnicity, Body Mass Index/weight perception, cigarette smoking, episodic heavy alcohol use, drug use, and either activity level or sport participation) for suicidal behavior as associated with physical activity and sports participation.  Results:  Adjusted ORs show that men in the "low activity" group were at almost half the odds (adjusted OR=0.54; P<0.015) of reporting suicidal behavior than men in the "not active" group.  Women who engaged in moderate or frequent vigorous activity were at greater odds of reporting suicidal behavior compared with inactive women: OR = 1.76 (P<0.035) and 1.99 (P<0.034) respectively.  Sports participation was protective against suicidal behavior.  Adjusted ORs show that men who did not participate in sports were 2.5 times (P<0.0003) more likely to report suicidal behavior than men who were sports participants.  Women not participating in sports had 1.67 times the odds of reporting suicidal behavior than women sports participants (P<0.05).  Conclusions:   Associations were found between sports participation/selected patterns of physical activity and suicidal behavior.  Casual factors mediating the relationships need to be identified.

Lange, J. E. (2002). Alcohol's effect on aggression identification: A two-channel theory. Psychology of Addictive Behaviors, 16(1), 47-55.

Identification of ambiguous behaviors may be affected by alcohol first by the activation of associated mental representations and second by an increase in the imbiber's motivation of need for closure (NFC; A. Kruglanski, 1989), because cognitive effort is increased for epistemic activities.  Combined, these effects should increase correspondence between mental representations of alcohol and the identification of others' behaviors.  Three studies were conducted to test this hypothesis.  The results were consistent with this hypothesis: participants who associated alcohol with amiable concepts perceived less aggressive intent when blood alcohol concentrations (BACs) were high versus low.  Alternatively, those who associated alcohol with aggressive concepts perceived the same or more aggressive intent when BACs were high versus low.  Priming alcohol concepts and trait-level NFC were also sufficient to replicate these effects.

Muelller, M. A., & Waas, G. A. (2002). College students' perceptions of suicide: The role of empathy on attitudes, evaluation, and responsiveness. Death Studies, 26(4), 325-341.

A total of 334 college-age students (18-19 years) participated in a study investigating the role of empathy in perceptions of and responsiveness toward a hypothetical friend exhibiting symptoms associated with suicide risk.  High-empathy participants viewed both affective and behavioral characteristics associated with suicide risk as more serious, and they were more likely to provide direct assistance and talk with the troubled peer.  Gender of participant and type of symptom displayed also emerged as important factors in participants' evaluations.  These findings underscore the importance of considering social-cognitive factors that may influence perceptions of at-risk behaviors.  The implications of these findings for the development of primary prevention intervention efforts are discussed.

Zhang, L., Welte, J. W., & Wieczorek, W. W. (2002). The role of aggression-related alcohol expectancies in explaining the link between alcohol and violent behavior. Substance  Use & Misuse, 37(4), 457-471.

Studies have demonstrated an acute effect of alcohol on violent behavior.  A remaining issue is the motivation of some offenders for using alcohol before offending.  A common explanation is based on the relationship between daily drinking habit and drinking before offending.  Drawing upon the deviance disavowal assumption, the embolden hypothesis, and expectancy theories, the present study argues that alcohol may be used intentionally to promote or excuse the violent consequences of drinking.  Using data from the 1993 Buffalo Longitudinal Study of Young Men, the present study examines the independent effect of aggression-related alcohol expectancies on drinking before offending and the interactive effect of aggression-related alcohol expectancies and daily alcohol consumption on drinking before offending.  The results indicate a significant effect of aggression-related alcohol expectancies on alcohol use before offending.  This supports the argument that drinking may be a means for carrying out violent acts.  A significant interactive effect was found between aggression-related alcohol expectancies and daily alcohol consumption.  "Heavy" daily alcohol consumption increased the likelihood of drinking before offending for individuals who had high aggression-related alcohol expectancies more than those who had low such expectancies.  Aggression-related alcohol expectancies moderated the effect of daily drinking on drinking before offending.  The implications of these findings are discussed for the link between alcohol and violence.

AOD Review Articles

Agostinelli, G., & Grube, J. W. (2002). Alcohol counter-advertising and the media. Alcohol Health & Research World, 26(1), 15-21.

Counter-advertising commonly is used to balance the effects that alcohol advertising may have on alcohol consumption and alcohol-related problems. Such measures can take the form of print or broadcast advertisements (e.g., public service announcements [PSAs]) as well as product warning labels. The effectiveness of both types of counter-advertising is reviewed using the Elaboration Likelihood Model as a theoretical framework. For print and broadcast counter-advertisements, such factors as their emotional appeal and the credibility of the source, as well as audience factors, can influence their effectiveness. Further, brewer-sponsored counter-advertisements are evaluated and received differently than are the more conventional PSA counter-advertisements. For warning labels, both the content and design of the label influence their effectiveness, as do audience factors. The effectiveness of those labels is evaluated in terms of the extent to which they impact cognitive and affective processes as well as drinking behavior.

Caetano, R., & Cunradi, C. (2002). Alcohol dependence: A public health perspective.  Addiction, 97(6), 633-645.

Aims:  To review epidemiological research on alcohol dependence and to propose a public health approach to address this problem.  Design and setting:  The research under review is basically constituted by general population surveys.  Participants:  Individuals in the community 18 years of age and older.  Measurement:  Twelve-month rates of alcohol dependence are estimated using DSM criteria.  Findings:  The prevalence of alcohol dependence has been stable in the United States, at around 6% for men and 2% for women.  The risk of alcohol dependence begins at low levels of drinking and increases linearly with alcohol consumption.  Mean group level of consumption shows some relationship to prevalence of dependence.  Alcohol-dependent individuals are responsible for about 50% of the social, legal and interpersonal alcohol-related problems in society.  Conclusion:  Alcohol dependence is present at relatively high levels in the community.  Alcohol-dependent individuals are responsible for a fair proportion of alcohol-related problems in society.  A public health approach to this problem, emphasizing prevention and group level interventions to lower prevalence levels, is warranted.

Kuther, T. L. (2002). Rational decision perspectives on alcohol consumption by youth; Revising the theory of planned behavior. Addictive Behaviors, 27(1), 35-47.

Cognitive and developmental approaches have made great strides in describing and predicting alcohol consumption by youth.  The present review examines several theories of decision making with regard to alcohol consumption, including subjective expected utility (SEU) theory, the theories of reasoned action and planned behavior, and alcohol-related outcome expectancy theory.  In addition, the developmental literature on the contribution of parents and peers to adolescent alcohol consumption is reviewed.  A model is proposed, which integrates the theory of planned behavior and alcohol-related outcome expectancy theory with modifications based on findings from the developmental literature.  Implications for further research are discussed.

Moyer, A., Finney, J. W., Swearingen, C. E., & Vergun, P. (2002). Brief interventions for alcohol problems: A meta-analytic review of controlled investigations in treatment-seeking and non-treatment-seeking populations. Addiction, 97(3), 279-292.

Brief interventions for alcohol use disorders have been the focus of considerable research.  In this meta-analytic review, we considered studies comparing brief interventions with either control or extended conditions.  We calculated the effect sizes for multiple drinking-related outcomes at multiple follow-up points, and took into account the critical distinction between treatment-seeking and non-treatment-seeking samples.  Most investigations fell into one of two types: those comparing brief interventions with control conditions in non-treatment-seeking samples (n=34) and those comparing brief interventions with extended treatment in treatment-seeking samples (n=20).  For studies of the first type, small to medium aggregate effect sizes in favor of brief interventions emerged across different follow-up points.  At follow-up after >3-6 months, the effect for brief interventions compared to control conditions was significantly larger when individuals with more severe alcohol problems were excluded.  For studies of the second type, the effect sizes were largely not significantly different from zero.  This review summarizes additional positive evidence for brief interventions compared to control conditions typically delivered by health-care professionals to non-treatment-seeking samples.  The results concur with previous reviews that found little difference between brief and extended treatment conditions.  Because the evidence regarding brief interventions comes from different types of investigation with different samples, generalizations should be restricted to the populations, treatment characteristics and contexts represented in those studies.

AOD Environmental Strategy

Treno, A. J., & Lee, J. P. (2002). Approaching alcohol problems through local environmental interventions. Alcohol Health & Research World, 26(1), 35-40.

One approach for reducing alcohol and other drug problems is community-based prevention programs. These programs focus on changing the environment in which a person consumes alcohol rather than the behavior of the individual drinker. Several international and U.S. programs have assessed the effectiveness of such approaches in reducing alcohol-related problems. Some of those analyses have had inconclusive results. Others, however, found reductions in alcohol-related problems such as drunk driving, alcohol-related car crashes and their consequences, the sale of alcohol to underage drinkers, and assault injuries. Nevertheless, several aspects of community-based prevention programs require further study.

Policy and Community Change

Beck, K. H., Hartos, J., & Simmons-Morton, B. (2002). Teen driving risk: The promise of parental influence and public policy. Health Education and Behavior, 29(1), 73-84.

An analysis is presented of adolescent driving risk, the advantages of graduated licensing programs, and the potential for parent-based programs to moderate teen driving risks. Risk factors associated with youthful driving illustrate the potential importance and benefits of limiting the amount and conditions under which teens can drive. State policies, such as graduated driver licensing systems that formalize restrictions on youthful driving, have been shown to be effective. However, teen driving risks remain elevated. Parents are in a prime position to extend the benefits of state restrictions by developing and implementing their own tailored family policies on adolescent driving. Unfortunately, parents of adolescent drivers are often under-aware of the need to do so and fail to impose effective driving restrictions. An ongoing parent-based intervention to increase parental restriction on teen driving is described, and issues involved in implementing and evaluating family-centered approaches to reduce teen driving risk are raised.

Lenk, K. M., Toomey, T. L., Wagenaar, A. C., Bosma, L. M., & Vessey, J. (2002). Can neighborhood associations be allies in health policy efforts? Political activity among neighborhood associations. Journal of Community Psychology, 30(1), 57-68.

We examined organizational characteristics and types of political actions of neighborhood associations, and factors influencing the amount of political activity among the associations.  We hypothesized that four neighborhood characteristics (population size, income, educational level, and percentage of owner-occupied households) and six organizational characteristics (budget, number of staff, size of board, newsletter publication, coalition involvement, and resident involvement) would influence the amount of political activity of the associations.  We obtained data from the 1990 U.S. Census and a survey of neighborhood associations (n=84) in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota.  We found that neighborhood associations engaged in numerous and diverse political activities.  Results from multiple regression analyses revealed that median household income was negatively associated with amount of political activity.  Population size of the neighborhood and intensity of involvement in multi-organizational coalitions were both positively associated with political activity (all significant at p<.05).  We conclude that neighborhood associations, particularly those in larger and poorer neighborhoods, can be allies in health and social policy efforts.

Obst, P., Smith, S. G., & Zinkiewicz, L. (2002). An exploration of sense of community, part 3: Dimensions and predictors of psychological sense of community in geographical communities. Journal of Community Psychology, 30(1), 119-133.

Within the discipline of community psychology there remains considerable debatre as to the latent structure of psychological sense of community (PSOC).  One of the few theoretical discussions is that of McMillan and Chavis (1986), who hypothesized four dimensions: Belonging, Fulfillment of Needs, Influence, and Shared Connections.  Discussion has also emerged in the literature regarding the role of identification in PSOC.  The current study explored PSOC in a sample of residents of rural, regional, and urban geographical communities (N=669).  In an endeavor to clarify the underlying dimensions of PSOC, a test battery included several measures of PSOC as well as measures of identification within the community.  The study also examined the role of demographic factors in predicting PSOC.  Results provided support for McMillan and Chavis' (1986) four dimensions of PSOC.  Further, a fifth dimension emerged, that of Conscious Identification, suggesting that identification is separate to existing dimensions of PSOC.  The demographic factors significantly associated with PSOC were type of region, with rural participants displaying higher PSOC than their urban counterparts; participation in local organizations; having children; and a vision of one's neighborhood as broader than just a street or block.  These results, and the implications for PSOC research, are discussed.

Shenassa, E. D. (2002). Delivering the goods: The importance of screening accuracy for effective community intervention and prevention. Journal of Community Psychology, 30(2), 197-210.

The utility and feasibility of community intervention and prevention programs depend greatly on the accuracy by which programs' participants are screened from among community dwellers.  This is because indiscriminate application of the program to the entire community benefits only a few, while it can even harm the many others.  It is therefore necessary to define and screen a target population so the program can be delivered exclusively to them.  Consequently, screening accuracy has implications for the plan, design, and evaluation of community-based programs.  In this manuscript indices of screening accuracy are discussed in the context of screening for substance use, and depression.  Receiver Operating Characteristic curves, measurement error, as well as design and evaluation of community programs are also discussed in the context of screening accuracy.
Evaluation

Fiedler, K., Walther, E., Freytag, P., & Plessner, H. (2002). Judgement biases in a simulated classroom--A cognitive--Environmental approach. Organizational behavior and Human Decision Processes, 88(1), 527-561.

Biases in judgments and decision making that are commonly explained in terms of the judge's prior expectancies can originate in unbiased environmental learning. Applying a recently developed sampling approach to decision making to the assessment of student achievement in a simulated classroom, we investigate systematic biases in teacher's judgment of student achievement. What might appear to reflect teacher expectancies based on students' overall ability level, gender stereotypes, or naïve behavioral theories can be explained by ordinary learning rules underlying decision making, such as increasing accuracy with increasing sample size of observations in a probabilistic environment. Ability (% correct answers) and motivation levels (% raising hands) of 16 students in eight subject matters were manipulated. In Experiment 1 the judged difference between smart and poor students increased with sample size, due to participation rate or unequal teacher attention. In Experiment 2, verification biases in hypothesis testing about the relative assets of boys and girls in language and science were shown to be independent of gender stereotypes, but mediated instead by differential size of stimulus samples. Experiment 3 showed that judges' sensitivity to environmental base rates can mimic expectancy biases resulting from scripted knowledge.

Graham, J. W., Roberts, M. M., Tatterson, J. W., & Johnston, S. E. (2002). Data quality in evaluation of an alcohol-related harm prevention program. Evaluation Review, 26(2), 147-189.

The authors report the reliability and convergent validity in a sample of college students for 27 composite scales and two items covering alcohol use, cigarette smoking, marijuana use, and other drug use; beliefs relating to alcohol use; perceived norms for alcohol-related behavior; harm prevention skills; intentions to take prevention action; harm prevention action taken; risk taken; experienced harm; and other health-related behaviors and person characteristics. Data quality assessment strategies and missing data procedures were illustrated for large, multivariate, longitudinal data sets. Results indicate 23 of the 27 composite scales had at least acceptable reliability, and the remaining 4 composite scales had at least marginally acceptable reliability. At least moderate construct validity was demonstrated for 25 scales.

McNeely, C. A., Nonnemaker, J. M., & Blum, R. W. (2002). Promoting school connectedness: Evidence from the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health. Journal of School Health, 72(4), 138-146.

Increasing evidence shows that when adolescents feel cared for by people at their school and feel like a part of their school, they are less likely to use substances, engage in violence, or initiate sexual activity at an early age.  However, specific strategies to increase students' connectedness to school have not been studied.  This study examined the association between school connectedness and the school environment to identify ways to increase students' connectedness to school.  Data from the in-school and school administrator surveys of the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (75,515 students in 127 schools) and hierarchal linear models were used to estimate the association between school characteristics and the average level of school connectedness in each school. Positive classroom management climates, participation in extracurricular activities, tolerant disciplinary policies, and small school size were associated positively with higher school connectedness.

Ziemelis, A., Buckman, R. B., & Elfessi, A. M. (2002). Prevention efforts underlying decreases in binge drinking at institutions of higher learning. Journal of American College Health, 50(5), 238-249.

Analyses of 94 Fund for the Improvement of Post-Secondary Education (FIPSE)-sponsored drug-prevention programs and their outcomes used the Core Survey to identify 34 institutions where college students' binge drinking increased  (m=5.44%) and 60 institutions where it decreased (M=-4.59%) during 2 years of program operation.  The authors used an inductively derived taxonomy of prevention program elements, student variables, student substance use, use-related variables, and institutional variables to compare the 2 groups of institutions.  Only prevention program elements discriminated between groups.  Factor analysis of discriminating elements identified 8 prevention factors that improved base-rate prediction of institutional decrease in binge drinking by 28.1%.  Factor synthesis yielded a 3-construct binge-drinking prevention model based on student participation and involvement strategies, educational and informational processes, and campus regulatory and physical change efforts.  This model improved base-rate prediction of decreased binge drinking by 33.2%.
Editorial & Commentary

Brower, A. M. (2002). Are college students alcoholics? Journal of American College Health, 50(5), 253-255.

Humphries, K., & Tucker, J. K. (2002). Romance, realism and the future of alcohol intervention systems. Addiction, 97(2), 138-140.

Humphries, K., & Tucker, J. K. (2002). Toward more responsive and effective intervention systems for alcohol-related problems. Addiction, 97(2), 126-132.

Keeling, R. P. (2002). Binge drinking and the college environment. Journal of American College Health, 50(5), 197-201.

McLellan, A. T. (2002). Technology transfer and the treatment of addiction: what can research offer practice? Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, 22(4), 169-170.

Spooner, C., & Hall, W. (2002). Preventing drug misuse by young people: we need to do more than 'just say no'. Addiction, 97(5), 478-481.

Sterling, R. C. (2002). A need for compatibility in review design: Comment on three reviews of studies for alcohol use disorder treatment. Addiction, 97(3), 292-293.
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